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INITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JISTJCE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Washington, D. C. 20535 
August 30, 1965 


MARTIN LOTHKR KING, JR , 

On August 29, 1965, the Reverend Martin Luther 
King, Jr., President, Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC), was interviewed on CBS Television program "Face the 
Nation" at Washington, D. C. This news Interview was con¬ 
ducted by Lew Wood, CBS News Correspondent, Rowland Evans, 
Columnist, New York Herald Tribune Syndicate, and Martin 
Agronsky, CBS News Correspondent. 

At the outset Dr. King indicated he had been so 
busy with the Civil Rights Movement that he had not had a 
chance to write a letter to Ho-Chi-Mlnh. He indicated he 
thinks it is very urgent to work relentlessly for a negotiated 
settlement of the dangerous and tragic conflict in Yiet Nam 
and he wanted to use whatever concern that he could muster 
at this point to express his desire along with numerous 
people all over the world to bring an end to that conflict. 


Statements made during the program are substantially 
as follows. Questions asked by the above newsmen are indicated 
by the letter "Q" and answers given by Dr. King are Indicated 
by the letter "A". 
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Dr. King, many Negro and white civil rights 
leaders, also responsible men of our Govern¬ 
ment have Indicated their concern that by 
your use of your own prestige and the Civil 
Rights Movement to seek Independently a Viet¬ 
namese peace, you might end with weakening, 
dividing, and even negating the strengths of 
the Civil Rights Movement in this country. 

How would you respond to that criticism? 

I would certainly say I don't think this is 
true. First, I must make it odear that my 
expressions on the war in Viet Nam grow out of 
something much larger than participation in 
the Civil Rights Movement. I happen to be a 
minister of the gospel and I take that ministry 
very seriously and in that capacity I have not 






SA2T1X UR8HS 


wmrfiXj • priestly (wctlM tot I pnpbetie 
fneUes tad t wnt ever seek to tor lag to 
trest prlselplos of our Itok-Orlstlu 
SerlUge to boor on to social tolls of oor 
day ood 1 happen to feel tot oor is obsolete 
sor tot it M»t to esst into ooediac Llto U 
ve continue to cocslato tfclo oor *e aovt seorer 
to plunging to obolc of asokin! to toe abyss of 
•osikl Utieo tad 2 will oootiooo to apeak itoo 
X fees it tlscly and soopnoor y oo this ioooe 
not oa • civil rights leader. I hove no intention 
at this point for instance to eater Into the 
peace struggle X don't think oe have toe 
resources or the energy The civil rights 
issues are still before os in a big ant certainly 
co op lea tay and oe have got to verk oa that 
Croat but as a oldsters* the gospel and esc 
greatly concerned shoot the need for peace in 
oor world and the survival of ns ok lad I oust 
continue to take, a stand oa this le^uc- 

t, lx £\o£ you soli a ntasont ego that you ore 
oo busy with the Civil kighta toveoent you 
hadn’t had a chance to orite your latter to 
So-Chi-Sinh. tost la going to change that 
situation to the neat fee ooottu; toy ooe't 
you continue to be too buoy vith the Civil 
high to ItoecsKat portieularly vith toe trouble 
In the northern cities 

#: I think ve had certain isergracy situations 
Certainly toe hoe Angeles situation ve* he 
emergency ouch mom than other situations ve 
faced in the post Bom X think ve vili get a 
let-up Iron that and iron other conditions 
fran other events that vlU to that eatnooo 
in proportion 1 think that as a result of toe 
kind oi let-up that ve will get at that pdbt 1 
would haw a chance to give no re thought am’ a 
little worm tine to this ioooo of vriting letters 
to those leaders 

C Tbv guest-ion of the Lo^en Act which prevent.; 

ordinary citisess outride of the* GovernaK-ut fra? 
negotiating In any international relations ou 
b half oi our country sc<w* to euttr Into tkit. 
<jutrsttoa At lcV';C it h*«r bercu brought t*;> A i\ 
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BaHTIN LUTHER UHQ, JK 


you aware of the Logan Act and baa It influenced 
jour decision to write lottora to Bo-Chi-Binh 
and m forth? 

At I ata aware of that Act. I mu at say that id»en 2 
mentioned the fact that «t»n I vac contemplating 
writing these letters X did not know about the 
Logan Act. After that it was called to ay 
attention. 1 haven't had a chance to look at 
that Act la all Its legal ramifications. 1 
have had one or two of ay lawyers take a look 
at It and it cocoa to ne that the kind of thing 
that X an concerned about la no different from 
an individual writing an open letter on this 
Issue to the Hew York Times or other newspapers. 

1 have no desire to negotiate. I could not do 
It If X wanted to. Kg only concern la that there 
will be a negotiated aettlament and this ie the 
basic thing fclvat I will cay in the letters and 
I don't aec hov^ this will conflict with the Lcgan 
Act because I will not be aeekir.g to negotiate 
or. ay ovrs. 

Then you won't do it 1 b the area of civil die* 

obedience? 

At Bo, 31 r, X am not contemplating any civil dis¬ 
obedience at this point. 

Q: Do you contemplate going yourself to Viet Kao? 

At Up to now I have not contemplated going to Viet 
t&m. 1 have been invited several tines to go 
with various groups but X have not been able 
and I couldn't find the tine to go. I don't 
have any plans to go at this time. Bow It depends 
on developments; something may occur that will 
cause me to feel that X should reverse my point 
of view end go but as It stand* now X don’t 
have any plans. 
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this country, the Assistant Secretary of labor, 

Beorge weaver, who Is Used of the Bureau of 
International Affairs In the Department of Labor, 
make* another point t^pon jour concern about the 
Vietnamese peace situation. Be says that toarleana 
who have called for peace talks ecuId give the 
impression that large numbers of American people 
ere not behind the President's Vietnamese policy 

aru4 eef AMi^a fka aneeu *nnfa Mm Maatram 

■miw vuwwv e»«e op* iw My I pw t|wv pe earn* * vm f u* j 

to miscalculate our detenxlnatioo to fulfill 
our oocmltfcents to resist aggression and that 
that result ftould be devastating. 

A a 1 think we must say that part of the sacred heritage 
of our nation la a right to talc* a stand on the 
basis of freedom of speech for what conscience 
tolls one Is right. Bathing could be store tragic 

2 HrrA . <f acmr^ fcr> asa^ fKnn £OT individuals 

to confute dLts^ent with disloyalty. 1 thlnl: wc 
need creative dissent. Sven President Johnson 
has called for healthy debate on this issue, be 
all know that our President has a vary difficult 
Jot at this point and I am ^not fc a position now of 
affixing blane on our President or on anybody. 1 
Just think the problera must be solved because 1 
m ocacexneC about our children, 1 an concerned 

Ahnyt $Uf &&H who STS In hjkk?j tn/ |Kg 

children and people, and I think that the only 
source is to work with all the energy that we car* 
develop to bring an end to that conflict. 

Qt Dr. Xing, have you discussed this question In any 
degree with President Johnson? 

At Yes, I have talked with President Johnson. 

(%x Does President Johnson approve of this basic podtlonV 
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HAKTDi LUTHnE KING, SR. 


At Of course, there are differences. President 
Johnson has made It clear that he feels he is 
doing whet he has to do In the situation and 
Z am not self-righteous at this point. Be can 
understand the moral dilemma of those who feel 
the need of escalating the ear so that 1 don't 
feel that I can stand with any pretense and say 
that Z have tbs answer. X am only saying that 
ay ooneem Is so great that 1 am willing to 
take a stand and call for all of the work that 
we can do to solve this problem. 

Qt Have you ever had any encouragement either from 

the President or from Arthur Goldberg* our Ambassa¬ 
dor to the United Nations* in the peace enterprise 
that you arc now engaged In? 

A: X must say that President Johnson has not urged 
me at any point to withhold my statements* to 
cease speaking at this point. Nov., I have not 
talked with Ambassador Goldberg. I plan to tali: 
with hini on Tuesday. He Invited me to talk with 
him about peace In general and about Viet Ham in 
particular and I plan to do that. 

Qt Have you a specific proposal to make to him on 
ho*, you can bring about a negotiation? 

At X will be thinking about this for the next day 
or two berore going* but at this point x don't 
have a specific proposal and as I said he Invited 
me to the meeting so he has probably done some 
thinking about It. X don't know the nature of the 
agenda at this time. 

Q: Dr. King* X would like to ask you about the state¬ 
ment that the Reverend Janes Hovel made at the 
time the President signed the Voting Rights Bill. 

He said and x quote "that x signed the Civil Rights 
Movement out of existence" upon signing that bill 
into law. Do you agree with that? 
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At X don’t know kb* ♦ oo tot in diUh Jin tevtl 
Mde tbit itit—at and X did not hnr wA I 
would not want to be in position of disagreeing 
with tbs whole oontoxt of his ftoteosot* Cm 
the specific statement X eertelnly don’t fool 
that the Civil Rights Hevaawnt tans boon signed 
Out of oxistonoo. X wish X would bo tbst 
epttalstlc because wo oil wont to see this pro- 
blew solved and that groat day dm the brother¬ 
hood of oan la such a reality that wo won’t 
o*on oaod aivil sights oneanisatlons. the foot 
Is that instead af signing the norcaa nt ant of 
exlstonoa wo moat foot tha float that in the oast 
faw years wo will have sows hard problems in 
aivil sights that will demand all of our ro a o u r ce a 
and raaourees of all of tba feroos of good will 
in our nation* 

Qt Would you enumerate thoaa problems! 

A: X think we atlll have problem* in the South* 

tha p rob law lnspito of the fast that wa have node 
tremendous strides In publle aoooraaodations as a 
result of the 196b Civil Rights nils and great 
strides because of tha Voting Bill of ®ut 

legislative sots sen only deelaxo rights* they 
never thoroughly deliver than. Wa have got to 
go out and work hard to irylaoat these bills, 
there la still a great dead of bnztality in wan’s 
inhumanity to wan all serosa tha South, fleople 
are atlll being wardered, they are still being 
shot. Howes and oburobea and even automobiles, as 
as wo aav^ in Misslsalppl Just the other day, are 
atlll being bobbed so wa atlll have problems in 
the Sooth which wa oust gratale with. X think 
in tha North tha problems are even wort difficult 
precisely because they have not been so overt In 
the past because they did not have legal structures 
and because they wore not out in the open. In 
the area of eopioyaent which X see as the west 
difficult problem - the eoonoole plotters. In the 
area of bousing and in the area of schools we arc 
going to have sons tough and vary difficult pro¬ 
to leua. 


6 


nastii umm uk # jb 


Qi AM you MtlifUd tfait our Covansoenfc is doing 
everything possible to oast those problems, 
tost it Is mars of tfa—f 

At X think our Oo v e ma e n t lias a great coosam hors 
«go4 I etrttlnly think that President Johnson has 
Aon* a moat admirable and great Job In the alas 
of civil rights aod that he understands the depths 
and dimensions of the profclen. X don’t think 
we have had a acre eloquent analysis of the 
plight of tha Negro at this hour than ths s p soe fa 
wfcloh fas gave at Howard Obi varsity share be assn 
wont Into the wagging, disintegrating family Ufa 
within tha Negro ooonunity and 1 think that the 
Oovwroaant is doing a good deal* X thing it Is 
necessary that vs all realise that It la nacaeaaz 7 
to exoend our already existing program, ®jo 
P over ty Program will be aost helpful, tha education 
program toe, these are creative beginnings and 
wo need such larger progress in the oconoalc 
and educational areau. 

4t Pr* King, X want to cot into that speech that 
tha President aade at Howard University, Have 
you read the Hoynihsa (phonetic) Report, so 
called, about tbs H sg ro fsally in ths northern 
City? 

At X have read «aos*£bs la tha newspapers, 

Qt It is a rather sensitive area but in tha question 
of iUogitlaato bivths, the Hsgro fatal lias have 
had a very difficult tiaa In the North, 

(The discussion than continue* In regard to 
birth control and population problems,) 

Qs It has been acre than a we ek hr. King, since you 
left those of us who were covering your visit to 
Los Angeles, You've had time to reflect on your 
Investigations there. Have you cons up with 
any oau Idas* ea to Ay Los Angela* happonec end, 
secondly, are we going to have *©re Los Angeles* 
before it Is All over? 
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At X? idua &n about the sac*. z have triad to 
study the problen as thoroughly aa ana oe<uld 
study the problen In the few Asya that Z rial tad 
there. Z m thoroughly eonvlnoed that tha 
•concede profclea la basic. Of course, thane ant 
other problena test ona nuat not overlook the 
fast that M6> of tha Segro pood la In Halts 
happen to nave been an aw p loyed and the housing 
conditions Mere bad and achool conditions. All 
of this la in tha wldsi of a very w ea lth y and 
beautiful aowmlty aa far as housing la oonoeroad. 
It km not Just poverty* but poverty In the 
midst of plenty, poverty In the midst of an 
affluent society and this even deepened tha 
frustrations of the Hagro eooaunlty. X auat 
honestly aey that tdalle Z would be tha last ana 
that would went to prediet violence, because X 
don't like to talk about violence • X hat# It 
ao aueh that X like to avoid talking about It • 
but honesty lapels ne te admit that If these la 
not a massive program on the part of the Federal 
Oovemaeot and local, abate, and city governments 
to lnprovt the lot of tha Segno nesses, we will 
find other boa Angeles* altuatlooe developing In 
this eountry and even In more eerlous proportions. 

Qs 9r« King, looklrg at the whole apeetiue of the 
racial erials in this country and In Una with 
the observations which you have Just wads about 
ether Los Angeles*, what eltlcs seem to you the 
•oat threatened and have the greatest potential 
to erupt In the wanner In i&lch Los Angeles ha& 
Just done? 

At X think almost any of our large northern cities. 

2 think cities like Hew York with Its Harlem, 
and Sedford-Atuyveaent, Philadelphia* Chicago, 
Detroit, Cleveland, and even Washington, X think 
are the moat likely. 1 think Washington must 
be included, these are the west ^serious cities 
as far as potential aap l oalooa are concerned. 
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Qt Dr, King., In Vashlngton. 0. C., do you think 
that this la linked to the question of bone 
rule? Co you think that If Corcreos fella to 
give Washington hone rule that this could 
produce a situation similar to hoe Angeles, a 
Major crisis? 

A j Yes, I certainly do. I know froc vy conversations 
with numerous people In the Washington coocsunlty 
and because of a recent visit here that there is 
a deep feeling within the Washington oonaunlty 
about the whole issue of booe rule and it is 
really connected with the whole Rights to Vote 
Movement all across the South. I feci that 
Congre&o «ould do our nation a grave injustice 
and would set forth the conditions that aay bring 
into being an unfortunate conflagration if some¬ 
thing isn't done soon to bring hooe rule into 
lei nr. 

cii Do you intend. Dr. .Kir*,, to drasatise your feeling 
be arranging again a larch on Washington to bring 
that home here? 

At If something isn't done I made it clear to the 
Committee when I was here that I would be willing 
to come back. They asked no to ocrae back If 
things arc not changed or if something isn't done 
by Congress to deal with this issue and I said 
that I would be willing to do it, do if In the 
next few weeks we don't sae home rule emerging, 

1 think it will be necessary to dramatics this 
issue, not in a snail March but in a najslvc 
march on Washington, similar to our march of a 
few years ago. 

C> Dr* King, aftor a hundred years the itegro aeewa tc 
have gained his Just rights or they have at lea at 
legally been granted hln. feat Negroes are 
assuming these rights with responsibility but 
there are some recent event-t suck, as the Leu 
Angeles rlotu and Hatches (phonetic} the oilier* 
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eight where it Is Alleged Begroea at a rally 
shouted* "Kill for freedom"* and then there 
were armed Metro groups like the pcafeona In 
Louisiana. Till a raises the question of a 
new-found boldness, even aggressiveness towards 

uK An/iA AflWM*» AA V4» W a 1 e #>f fKs at — —*— 

s>'i i vu* v»w»i tpA ume uvw vs vmb v 

group. Have you considered this problem and 
does It represent a danger to you? 


As 


1 have considered this problem* naturally. I 
have committed myself to a philosophy of oon- 
vlolencc and I believe it la a philosophy which 
is moat practically sound aa well aa morally 
excellent, X don't think me help ourselves t-y 


violence of a riot or the retaliatory violence 
In a southern situation* but Z do feel that we must 
understand the condition that brings this kind 
of violence Into telni;. Nck I m:> &o concerned 
about it that I plan to double or triple ray 
efforts around the country to try to get over the 
meaning and power of non-violence, 1 think 
that many people will fall to understand that non- 

mj* «Mxf \-L«-k~A #»»4* 

rwuAki^ tweiivu vz 


cowardice. It la a positive and powerful method 
and 1 plan to go into consunitleu all over tUs 
country to try to get this over. 


This document contains neither 
recommendations nor eonclualona of 
the Mil, It la the property of 
the FEZ and la loaned to your agency} 
it and its contents art not to ce 
distributed outside your agency. 
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Your letter of August 25th, with enclosures, was 
received during Mr. Hoover's absence; however, you may be sure 
it will be brought to his attention upon his return. 

1 know he would want me to thank you for making your 
observations available and assure you that your communication will 
be made a matter of record in our files. 


-o 


n i 

rn 


of interest. 


1 am enclosing some material which we hope will b^j-, &- r\j) 
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Sincerely yours, 
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Enclosures (2) 

Our Heritage of Greatness 

Let’s Fight Communism Sanely I 
1 - Chicago - Enclosures {37 3 

1 - Mr. Sullivan - Enclosures ( 3 ) 
See Note next page. 
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Helen W. Gandy , v ^ 

s * cr * tary 
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Enclosures (2) 

Our Heritage of Greatness 
Let's Fight Communism Sanely! 

NOTE: We have had Umitec^orrespondenc^withl 
on the UCR mailing list 

her 1953 UCR was retumecHmcBmed^^^^^^^ 


She was 
but was deleted when 


Assistant Director Sullivan met her during a lecture / 

engagement in Chicago on 9-23-60. He stated that she impressed him / 
unfavorably as a promoter and as an opportunist. 

By letter dated 10-11-60 to Mr. Sullivan she advised him f 
that she had written a book on communism which she was having difficulty 
in publishing. She suggested that a preface by Mr. Hoover or a word to ' 
his publisher might help. By letter 10-25-60 she was advised that this 
would not be possible. jpl'fy 

Bufiles also reflect that in 1943 she was listed as a member 
of the Midwest Regional Office of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee 
which was communist controlled. 

There is no record of 

We have had prior cordial correspondence with Henry Regner^, 
The last outgoing was 7-23-62 (large blue). There is nothing derogatory. 

In 1954, Henry Regnery Company of Chicago published "Tie 
Techniques of Communism" by Louis F. Budfenz formerly a prominent mem¬ 
ber of the CPUSA.. In his book he discussed the communist technique of , 
exploiting prominent individuals to further communist directives. / 

ould not be identified in Bufiles. 

Ralph Helstein is well known to Bufiles. / 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 

1? C T 

y/e.shingtcn, 25, D.O, 


CHICAGO kv . 

Aug 25-1963^ L \ W'r -' 

HE?3 ^ 
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Dear Mr. Hoover; » 

I have been. 7/riting and lecturing against CcmmuriiSE. 
since 191+6, per my brochure attached. By presenting and interview¬ 
ing refugee patriots I have trained myself and others to understand 
Cccmunisj "in practice". 

I alsc have a basic library on Communism. In the 
book "TECHNIQUES CF COB.rJNSB! 1 ' published by Herry Regnery in 195U 
there is a chapter on the challenge cf Comnmyi at vs the Negro* 

I am firmly convinced that COia^tTNTSL! IS BEHIND 
THE RIOT IK IDS ANGELES and also behind these other Red-type 
negro demonstrations! ^ 

aking to tsy gardcner,|HHHHHHHHHw 
he said that he worked’^^^T+artii^utne^oLrig 
_ years ago. At that time Kr* King was the Steward for the C.I.O 
Packinghouse corkers at SWIFT & GO. But that even then, he was 
a notorious AGITATOR ! He said that he was sure that Hr, King 
obtained his PH.D. from same small negro college on an HOHORAFV' 

EASIS^that he never earned it. He also is sure that Martin ** CO /j 
l L uther Kirur is no MINISTER. (That also is assumed.) ~ /CUk/d 

l are^aware, the Reds always build up their puppets. 1 
also mentioned that Mr. King worked closely with Mr. 

Relstein, alsc known as a notorious Russia-Communist lov^ f.£p 2 ’9hf> 

W-. -iz-n *1 A-T 

• !\oxi/!i L/td-LiJ. is ft*i> i -i -i uvAiaj a. u i/iic —~ ' 

office of the C.I.O. Packinghouse barkers at 606 S M ear born St. / 

'VE 9-53it3* I’n sending a copy to your FBI in Chicago. They might * h> 
like to obtain more data on the King of t»groes, who in ny opinion / 
is behind all this unrest — and may be in line to become another ^ / i /__ 
TixTnT n-’TTDr 2813 ^ 0 far the U.S.A. ^vopjWPO^ljjEKUli 
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DATE 8-14-65 

/HU"-. 

I !-RLl .. i ' • 1CJ 
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a. 


DAT^jl^^. BY 5/ Vj^ ^iA / "DfjJr/- V- 

SPEAKER JOHN MC CORMACK UrfJe ' 

BRIEFING RE MARTIN LUTHER KING \£>o ^ 

SATURDAY, 8-14-65 / /'V'/ 

AT 2 P.M. p t 



At his request, and with the Director’s approval, I briefed 
Speaker John McCormack regarding the background and activities of Martin 
Luther King today in the Speaker's rooms. 


A 7(c) 


- f 

i ♦ 


”7 


J 


e briefint 



lasted approximately 45 minutes. It covered King’s 
tas well as his connections with members of the 
;ommunist RartyT - The identity of the members of the Communist Party who 
have had control over and association with King were brought out. The latest 
incident in which King has advised the press that he will write a letter to 
General Ho Chih Minh of the North Vietnamese, in an attempt to establish 
himself as a ’’peacemaker” was related to Speaker McCormack. The communists' 
efforts back of this incident, and those individuals perpetrating the incident were 
mentioned. 


Speaker McCormack was quite calm about the entire briefing. He 
stated he had heard much in the way of rumor previously; however, he wanted 
to know if the information he had received was accurate. He stated he now 
: recognized the gravity of the situation and that something obviously must be done 
| about it. He inquired as to whether the President knew these facts. I replied in 
1 the affirmative. 

The Speaker stated that he thought that ’’Edgar Hoover did not 
dall King a notorious liar for nothing. ” He stated he now recognized why the 
Director branded King as he did. He added that he was in complete sympathy 
with the Director taking this action. 

The Speaker spoke lengthily concerning the desperate need to 
\ educate Negroes today with the fact that they cannot defy the law and get away 

i 


ContinuedTTTV 


l with it. 

1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Sullivart 
1 - Mr. Jones^ 

CDD:mm 
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C. D. DeLoach to Mohr Memo 
RE: SPEAKER JOHN MC CORMACK 


Speaker McCormack asked that his and Mrs. McCormack’s 
best regards be given to the Director. He also asked that the Director be 
advised of his appreciation for affording him the above-mentioned briefing. 

ACTION: 


For record purposes. 




BE?,NA11D S. LEE V. CJYvYENCE H. KLLLEY, ET AL. 
(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUIIDEN 76-1185 


SOUTHED? CHRISTIAN 

V r ✓N'f * ‘•S'- * »-* i < IF ■ f 

• tL/VivC:ioY t'i# i\.i ..L 

CIVIL ACTION MU.niE 


LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
wEV, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
76-1186 


Unrecorded serial, dated ~ t , 3 . 7 /C*^ pulled fi*o:i this file 
under court order of U.S? District Juo;e John Levis 
Smith, Jr., and sent to National Archives. 




RE: 


BERNARD S 
(U.S.D.C, 


LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 
D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 70-1185 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
V. CLARENCE N. KELL 
CIVIL ACTION NIL MEN 


LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
EY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C,) 
70-1186 


Unrecorded series! doLed pulled iron tnis lire 

under court order of U.S. District Judce John i^ev’is 
Snxtii, Jr., and sent to National Aichives. 





BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE H. KELLEY, ET AL. 
(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 


SOUTHERN chhistia: 

\ r /*>t . * t T'*-* 

' 9 V^JLjU t Li. t V^:*« lit ivu 


CIVIL ACTION 


LEADERSHIP CONEKEEN 
LLNY, ET AL (U.S.D.C. 
E*l 76-1186 


CE (SCLC) 

, D.C.) 


Unrecorded serial dated pulled from thir file 

under court order of U.S. D\strict Jud^e John Lev*is 
Smith, Jr., and sent Lo N&liona’ Arc.li.ives. 


» 

i 

* 




RE: 


BERNARD S. 

(’J.S.U.C. , 


BEE V. CLARENCE II. KELLEY, ET AL. 

n.c.) civil actio:: duller 76-1185 


southern CHRIST 

V. CLARENCE i;. 

civil action i;u 


TAM LEADERSHIP 

-f—>t T T V'U A r 
iv!/J..LE j ) i-* - ‘ 

.ZF.R 76-1186 


CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
(U.S.D.C., D.C.) 


Serirl/7y/ nulled fron this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judoe John Louis Snlth, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 



KELLEY, ET AL. 
KUrKE.v 76-1385 
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RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. 

(U.S.D.C., L.C.) 

• 

SOUTi’Er.i: C:IR 1ST!A 
V. CLARENCE M. KE 
CIVIL ACT 1 OK KIL.T 

S a r ia 1 / 7 $0 pv.Hod f ron th i s 
13. S. District Judoc John Le\ 
National Archives. 


CLAFENCE 

civil actio:; 


leaders;ITT 
3.LEY, ET AL 
L.\ 76-1186 


CONFERENCE (SCj.C) 
(U.S.D.C., D.C.) 


file under court order of 
■is Smith., Jr., and .sent to 
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RE: 


BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE L'. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(u.s.d.c., d.c.) civil actio:: ::ukier 76-118j 

^OUu’FV.U CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
V. CLARENCE A. KELLEY, EY AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION KU.F..I 76-1186 


Serial pulled Iron this file under court order of 

U.S. District Jud'ie John Lev;is Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 
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In Reply, Please Rejer to 
File A'o, 


'TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

I 

'< EDERAL BUREAU OF I N V E S T JO ,JC I 0 N 


Charlotte, North Carolina 
August 24 , 1965 


caiiy aavise 


crir.a'.acn tns* Pv.h-.iN LiTHER KING. JR. was to 
• • " -* ~ f.M., on Aog-s* 21 , 1 96 3 , *0 address the Conference. 

advised tr.fft he was xoMfvir.g. local law enforcement 
I c-ers cd vering Kent ret t, Nort h x. ?.ro 1 l.na . 


On August 20 , i960. Special Agent 

Hale! 



North 
arolina; 
harlotte, 

States 


Ainevilie, 

North Carolina highway Patrol, Asheville, North Carolina, 
advised of subject's plans to ipp-nr b: the Presbyterian Assembly, 

Yr, r,* :• h t, North ' arr 1 i v ,a , on 21, 1965 . 

Ir. August 2^, ~96o, vised that KING arrived 

at Asheville, M-rth Car-ciir.s, F^p^^^^approximately 1 F.M., that 
day, traveling in a Cessna Aircraft which had been chartered from 
Aircraft Char re, Tr.ccrpo rated. Atlanta, Georgia. He stated that 
KIN. appeared as a speaker tefr re the Presbyterian Christian Action 
Conference at Montreal from 2 t.M £ to 2'30 P,K. , that date, and 
left Asheville, North Carolina, airport at approximately 5^10 P.M., 
August 2a, 1963, For return to At lanta via same method of travel, 
re stated that no Incidents arose as a result cf KING'S appearance 
.■ 5 " t he confer e: < e . 


Toil d; ..mme-m c aT'o >o.:hep fbcommsnt&tions nor 
: sr. ns » ys pb*;:. i: jhe proper-ty of the fbi 

am* 15 : 1 yv:? a emk; :r and its contents are not 

t be r.: s tf irvTf.j its i: e v n a . =y c y. 
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Transmit the following in 
Via _AIRTEL_ 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIR MAIL 


r 


(Priority) 




TO: 

f FROM: 


l 


MARTIN LUTHER 
SM - C 

00: Atlanta 



DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 

SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-57229)(P) 

King, jr. 


c«rt |T 


s «« 1 

Re Los Angeles airtel and letterhead memorandum ^ 
(LHM) dated 8/19/65 and Los Angeles teletypes to Director & *P 
and Atlanta dated 8/19/65 and 8/20/65. * ^ 


Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are eight 
copies of a LHM with two copies enclosed for Atlanta, 


& « 
iyc. - 
u 


CO ^ ^ 
„. 



& 



- 

3-uureau (Ends. 8)(AM-kM) RLG- 4 7 // 

2-Atlanta (100-5586) (Enel. 2)(RM) ' /U 


2-Los Angeles 

-RA F 


Icc & cc LHlf 
P 9 juu 808 * B 

rz im 1 Agent in Charge 


Sent 


16 AUG 25 1965 

_per 








UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT <>!• JUSTICE 



In Reply. Please Refer to 
File l\o. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Los Angeles, California 
•August 23, 1965 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE l-rfrl 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - C 



Reference is made to the letterhead memorandum on 
captioned Individual dated August 19, 1965 , at Los Angeles, 
Cal ifornia. 



advisee 

on August iy; 15^5, that Kiit^wat bWlBUllitJU Lb meet with 
Los Angeles Mayor Samuel W/'"forty and Police Chief William H. 
Parker around noon on August 19, 1965 , for a conference. 



The "Los Angeles Times, 1 ' a daily Los Anrcles 
metropolitan newspaper, home edition, for" August 20 , 1965 , 

Part 1, Page 1, carried an article captioned "King assailed 
by Yorty after Stormy Meeting." The article stated that 
Mayor Yorty, Police Chief Parker, and nine other persons, not 
identified, but described as mainly civil rights figures and 
aids to Yorty and Parker, held a two hour and 45 minute meeting 
with King in Mayor Yorty's office on August 19, 1965. 


Mayor Yorty was quoted as stating after the conference 
that King had performed"a great disservice to the people of 
Los Angeles and the nation." Yorty criticized King for "talking 
about lawlessness, killing, looting, and burning in the same 
context as our police department." The Mayor staunchly defended 
Parker against Dr. King's suggestion that many Negroes want 
Parker to resign. 

The article quoted Bayard Rustin (below), a deputy 
to Dr. King who attended the meeting as stating that some of 
the participants used "crude" language and that the longest and 







MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
SECURITY MATTER - 



i 


most heated debate concerned King's demand for a civilian 
police review board. Another official present, not Identified, 
stated that much of the argument at the conference "was over 
unfounded charges of police brutality." 

Yorty was quoted as stating, "I don't think that 
it's wise for Dr. King to try and simplify all the complex 
Issues that led to the riot and personify them in Chief Parker" 
and that Dr. King "shouldn't have come here," 

King was quoted as stating that the rioting had 
an economic cause and this could be alleviated if Mayor 
Yorty could obtain sufficient anti-poverty funds. 

King stated that Yorty and Parker would not 
permit him to visit arrested rioters in Lincoln Heights 
Jail, and he suggested that Yorty should tour the Watts 
area so that residents could tell him personally of 
their grievances. Mayor Yorty stated that he refused 
to let Dr. King visit the jail because he did not want 
to set off a prison riot. 


King was quoted as stating that an independent 
police review board could "do a lot to ease tension by 
investigating specific charges of brutality." Yorty stated 
that a police review board would tend to duplicate the present 
five member police commission which, he noted, includes a 
Negro, a Mexican-American, and a Jew. Yorty was further 
quoted as stating even if Parker wanted to resign he would 
refuse to accept the resignation. 


1965, that 



'advised on August 19, hl(i. 
iad planned to visit the Watts area of '> 

Los Angeles where the rioting centered again on the afternoon 
o^Au£cus^^^ 196^. but for some reason canceled his plans. 
■^■HMfHHHBHH^did not know the reason but surmised it 
^nw!av^eeCT?cau5e of the prolonged conference King had 
with Mayor Yorty and Chief Parker that day and that time did 
not permit. 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - C 

sed further on August 

1965 ,that^neproposed meeting between King and Los Angeles 
labor leaders on August 20, 1965 , was n °t held. Bayard Rustin 
had hoped to arrange such a meeting but it did not materialize. 
Apparently time^l^^ia^|ngji^^^rranging such a meeting on 
short notice. flH^HmHH^HHBfclid not know the identity 
of the labor leaners that King naa hoped to meet with. 

The "Los Angeles Times," home edition for 
August 21, 1965 , Part 1, page 4, carried an article 
"L. A. Lacks Leadership on Rights, King Says." 

The article quoted Dr. Martin Luther King as 
stating at a press conference at the International Hotel, 

Los Angeles, on August 20, 1965 , that he had failed to 
find any "statesmanship and creative leadership" to resolve 
the situation in South Los Angeles’ riot-torn district. 

When asked whether he was referring to Mayor 
Yorty and Governor Brov.-n, King replied, "i think the governor 
has been moving in a forthright and committed v.’ay but I am. not 
going to get into any name calling." He added he had not seen 

on the city level the kind of "sensitive and determined 
leadership capable of solving the problem." 

King stated that he had been in contact with the 
White House on the morning of August 20, 1965 , and had an 
appointment to talk to President Johnson by telephone that 
night from Atlanta about the Los Angeles situation. 

King was further quoted as stating, "There are 
serious doubts that the white community is-in any way concerned 
or willing to accommodate their needs. There is a growing 
disillusionment and resentment (by Negroes in the Watts area) 
toward the Negro middle class and the leadership it has produced. 

Kin-: was further quoted as stating that the Negroes' 
fight is for "dignity and work, and this is the reason why 
the issues of police brutality looms so high. The slightest 
discourtesy on the part of an officer of the law is a depravation 
of the dignity which most of the residents of Watts came North 
seeking." 



MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - C 
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King was further* quoted as stating, "There is a 
unanimous feeling among Negroes that there is police 
brutality." King added that while most Negroes want Police 
Chief Parker removed he had not heard any recommendations 
for a replacement for Parker. 


A source, who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, advised on August 20, 1965 , that at his press 
conference on that date King had also stated that he felt 
that the underlying cause of the riots in Los Angeles were 
basically economic and grew out of the depths of despair 
of the Negro. This source further advised that the riots 
in Los Angeles were of national significance and that while 
these riots constitute a "crisis" for the non violent 
movement he still felt that the majority of people in the 
Watts area maintained an attitude of non violence. 

hiTp) 

advised on August 2Q 
1965 , that King and his aid, Ufrnard Lee, departed Los 
Angeles at approximately 3:05 p.m. on the afternoon of 

August 20, 1 5O5, 'ey Delta Airline Flight 804, which was due 
tc arrive at Atlanta, Georgia, at 9:32 (on the same date). 



' in ' The Saturday Evening Post'" issue of 
July 11-16, 1964, page 76 , Bayai^mtstin is the 
subject of a feature article captioned: "The Lone 
Wolf of Civil Rights." In it, Rustin issaid to (Jjl •' ' * 
have come to Nev: York in 1933, as an organizer for 
the Young Communist League (YCL), and as such, he 
had the job of recruiting students for the "Party." 
Furthermore, the article reports that during his 
first years in Nev,* York. Rustin gave most of his 
earnings to the "Party. ’ He reportedly left the 
"Party" in 19^1, the article states. 


The YCL has been designated pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. 

The "Daily Worker, " February 11, 1957, 
page 1, column 2, reported that Bayard Rustin, 
Executive Secretary, War Resisters League, was 
an observer at the 16th National Convention of 



\ 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


the Communist Party, United States of America 
(CP, USA), held in New York City, on February 9"12, 

1957. 

The "Dally Worker" was an East Coast 
Communist publication until it ceased publication 
on January 13, 1958. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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attention upon his return. 1 know he would want me to thank you lor 
furnishing your views, cone rv: : 
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Your letter of August 20th was received in Mr. Hoover's 


Enclosed is some literature which it is hoped will be 
of interest to you. 



Sincerely yours, 

11. 1 

; \ 


Helen W. Gandy 

(fii> 

Enclosures (2) 

Secretary 
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Excerpt from FBI Appropriations Testimony, 3-4-65, 

j on Communist Party, USA 

JJOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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TRUE COPY 



Fair Oaks Calif- 



Mr J. Edgar Hoover 
Washington. D. C. 

Dear Mr Hoover: 




MA-iW-V-’. 


6c> 


no 


We all know I do have the right to Spend My. openion I will 
do So in this letter. Nevertheless I am certain your openion 
is Much better than Mine but I Can Spend My openion More 
freely than you ^ould this is My openion: 


Martin Luther King is the Bissyest Communist in the United 
States this day. I think he is the Biggest lier in the United States. 
I think he has the Best cover up than any Communist has. he is a 
So called Preacher, lots of white People fall for the line he has. 
he can talk one way to President Johnson one way. and the Negro 
Leaders another In My openion. the Negro trouble will Never be 
Settled untill Martin Luther King is Stoped. I am Sure you have 
Summarized his Record and you Know him better than anyone and 
it could be that your openion is Parallel with Mine. 


lets remember, the Big Negro trouble did Not Start, untill 
Martin Luther King Started, and got his Name on the front Pages of 
the Papers. I am for civil rights but the Negro who wont lie is in 
the Cemetary. I had at one time over one hundred Negroes Employed, 
and I had over one hundred Liers. 


PS- 



1 TC 8-26-65 

ACK 8-27-65 
DTP:rsp 


/s/ 

Hcj 


yours very Sincerely 



venty Two years oi age. 

ttc . 52 


I think his chance oi 
Staying under cover 
is Extra good 
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TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 


SAC, OKLAHOMA CITY (100-7259) -Rfc/C ~ 

0 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 





SM - C 
00: Atlanta 

Re Oklahoma City teletype to Director 8-21-65. 

Enclosed herewith to the Bureau are 5 copies of 
a LHM concerning captioned individual. 


Atlanta. 


Two copies of the LHM are being furnished to 


Special Agents observing arrival of Braniff 
Airline Flights 982 and 152, at W^^^RogersAirport at 
.Oklahoma City on. 8-21-65 wej-e SA and SA 

, kid) 

No additional investigation being conducted, 



.3' - Bureau (Enc. 5J (CRM) 

2 - Atlanta (Enc. 2)(RM) 

1 - Oklahoma City 

JAG:TK r^-; 

(o) F * O' 

AGENCY: ACSI, ONI, 'OSl^SC. "SWL; 
DEPT: 1SD, CRDrMO 

DATE FPIT": - ..£'^ 2.6. _ £ u -- 

HOW FOHW:_- 

, , e , -'*1:_zzzz£22Zino 

lec & « LHM 
808 RE 




/0£ 

16 AUG 25 19® 


£ 
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Approved: £■'. 
*/ 1 • • 


7/1/O A r . \ 


? (V\\ 


Special Agent in Charge 


Sent 


. M Per 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING 






bove information was furnished t< 

oma C ity. Oklahoma Police Departmeni 

Will Rogers Airport Police Force, 
ugtist dT~, 1965. 


The arrival of Braniff Flights 152 and 982, at 
Will Rogers Airport, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, on August 21, 
1965, was observed by Special Agents of the FBI, and Martin 
Luther King was not observed as a passenger on these flights. 
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'FROM NEW YORK 
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COMINFIL, SCLC, IS - C 
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FILES,. BUREAU 100-438794 AND NEW YORK 100-149194. 
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RE NEW^YORK TELETYPE AUGUST FOURTEEN , SIXTYFIVE CAPTIONED MARTIN 
LUTHER KING JR. AND RACIAL SITUATION, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, RM.<n . 

^^(di august sixTYFivE »flHHHHHilHHHIiH^ / ^’^ 7 ^ * 



ADVISED THAT BAYARD RUSTIN 
CONTACTED ROY WILKINS OF NAACP AND ADVISED HIM THAT THE PRESIDENT WANTS 


Ser 

t 

b 


A. PHILIP RANDOLPH TO BE CHAIRMAN OF THE NOVEMBER SEVENTEENTH CONFERENCE. % 

- -- b 


WILKINS SAID HE HAD OTHER PLANS FOR THE SEVENTEENTH. BAYARD SUGGESTED 
WILKINS BE IN TOUCH WITH THE WHITE HOUSE AND THEM KNOW. WILKINS SAID 
HE WOULD CONSIDER IT A PRIVILEGE TO TAKE PART IN A CONFERENCE WITH 
RANDOLPr. AS CHAIRMAN. WILKINS SAID YOU COULD NOT HAVE WHITNEY YOONg/ 


HIMSELF, JAKES FARMER OR MARTIN LUTHER KING AS CHAIRMAN ANDN JSTiq AGREED. 

v ,v Cfr'D'A’ 2 <fAUG 20 1955 
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PAGE TWO 


RANDOLPH , SAID WILKINS, IS RIGHT MAN. RUSTIN SAID HE WILL CONTACT 
RANDOLPH AS HE HAS TO LET THEM KNOW ON MONDAY/AUGUST SIXTEEN, SIXTYFIVE/. 
RUSTIN AND WILKINS AGREE THAT WHITNEY YOUNG WOULD ALSO RECOMMEND 
RANDOLPH AND TAKE RESPONSIBILITY FOR SUCH A RECOMMENDATION. RUSTIN THEN 
TOLD WILKINS THAT A NUMBER OF BAPTIST MINISTERS WHO HAVE DONE NOTHING 
LOS ANGELES/RIOTS/ ARE PUTTING ALL KINDS OF PRESSURE ON MARTIN KING 
TO COME TO LOS ANGELES, RUSTIN SAID KING IS GOING TO PUERTO RICO BUT 
HAS TICKETS FOR GOING TO LOS ANGELES ON HIS WAY BACK. RUSTIN SAID KING 

WILL DO NOTHING BUT CREATE MORE CONFUSION AND EMBARASS HIMSELF 

/ 

AND WILKINS AGREED. WILKINS SAID IF KING DID ^OT GO TO LOS ANGELES, 

HE WOULD ONLY BE REGARDED AS AN AMISARY SENT TO QUIET THEM. WILKINS 
SAID HE DID NOT INTEND TO GO TO LOS ANGELES AT THE MOMENT. WILKINS 
FELT A STATEMENT SnOULD BE ISSUED AFTER THE RIOTING IS OVER.L 4 

RUSTIN THEN SAID HE WILL TELL KING THAT HE FELT HE HAS TALKED WITH 


RANDOLPH, 


ILDGRZ, JOHN MORCEJLL^fH/ AND WILKINS AND THAT IS OUR 


CONSIDERED VIEW HE SHOULD MAKE NO MOVE TOWARD GOING TO LOS ANGELES 


AND ALSO THAT WILKINS IS CONSIDERING DRAWING UP A STATEMENT SIGNED BY 
ALL CIVIL RIGHTS LEADERS WHEN IT IS FELT IT WILL BE MOST USEFUL. EW'J. 


SND PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 

RUSTIN SUBSEQUENTLY TALKED TO MAX SCHACTKAN • R'JSTIN RELATES THAT HE 

pi—-***"'- ' 

CONVINCED RANDOLPH TO HONORARY CHAIRMAN AT A WHITEHOUSE CONFERENCE AND 
THAT THE WHITE HOUSE WOULD LET HE, RUSTIN, "STAND IN" FOR RANDOLPH IN 
ALL PLANNING. RUSTIN SAYS RANDOLPH WENT TO THE WHITE HOUSE AND TOLD 
THE PRESIDENT THAT HE RELUCTANTLY WOULD TAKE IT /THE CHAIRMANSHIP/ 

BUT HE WOULD HAVE TO HAVE SOMEONE CLOSE TO HIM DO ALL THE WORK. 

RANDOLPH WAS ABOUT TO MENTION RUSTIN AND LEE WHITE, PRESIDENTIAL AID 
TURNED TO THE PRESIDENT AND SAID MR. PRESIDENT, THE VICE PRESIDENT 
AND I FEEL THAT OF THE THIRTY PEOPLE WHO COME TO THE WHITE HOUSE THE 

(r 

ONLY PERSON WHO REALLY MADE A GREAT DEAL OF SENSE WAS A MR. RUSTIN. 
RUSTIN SAID THEN PRESIDENT SAID" OH THAT IS THE MAN WHO LEAD THE MARCH 
ON WASHINGTON." AND WHITE SAID ."MORE IMPORTANT MR. PRESIDENT, HE IS THE 
MAN WHO WROTE THE ARTICLE "FROM PROTEST TO POLITICS," WHICH I LAID ON 
YOUR /THE PRESIDENT-S / DESK IN PREPARATION FOR ONE OF YOUR SPEECHES." 
RUSTIN i-.ID, HE /THE PRESIDENT/ SAID "YOU KNOW I AM VERY HAPPY TO ACCEPT 
MR. RUSTIN IF MR. RANDOLPH WOULD LIKE TO HAVE HIM." RANDOLPH SAID 
RUSTIN IS EXACTLY THE PERSON HE WAS GOING TO KNAME. RUSTIN SAID THE 
REASON HE IS CALLING IS THAT LEE WHITE WANTS RUSTIN RUSTIN TO HAVE ON 
WHITE-S DESK BY FRIDAY /AUGUST TWENTY, SIXTYFIVE/ A LIST OF PEOPLE I 
WOULD PROPOSE FOR THE COMMITTEE TO RUN THE CONFERENCE. RUSTIN SAID HE 
WANTS TO GET A GROUP TOGETHER TO TALK ABOUT HIS IDEAS. RUSTIN SAID HE 
WANTS THE CONFERENCE TO DEAL ON A BASIS OF ECONOMICS. RUSTIN SAID C& A 
END PAGE THREE 




PAGE FOUR 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY IS FRIENDLY TO HIM PERSONALLY. SCHACTMANN THEN 
SAID "I HOPE THAT YC'J HAVE, LIKE I HAVE, LEFT BEHIND THE FEELING THAT IF 
YOU ARE ON TALKING TERMS WITH SOMEONE AMONG THE BOURGEOUISE 
YOU HAVE BETRAYED THE PROLOTARIOT." RUSTIN SAID "OH DON-T WORRY." 

RUSTIN THEN IS CRITICAL OF REVEREND BEVEL-s' ACTIONS AT A CATHOLIC 
CONVENTION. 

RUSTIN THEN CALLS TOM KAHN ^RELATES THE ABOVE AND WANTS TO HAVE 
A MEETING TUESDAY/AUGUST SEVENTEENTH, SIXTYFIVE SOMEPLACE. RUSTIN SUGGESTS 
HIS RESIDENCE AND SAYS THIS IS ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT OPPORTUNITIES 
"WE" HAVE HAD. RUSTIN SAYS THE PEOPLE TO GET FOR THE CONFERENCE ARE 
NORMJiILLy-ROCHEL-E/HOBQUIIZ/ , TOM KAHN , HIMSELF AND SCHACTMAN. THEY 
WOULD ALSO LIKE TO GET IRVING HOWE. RUSTIN SAID HE "WOULDN-T WANT SOME 
PEOPLE TO KNOW THAT A SOCIOLIST CAUCUS MET ON IT," / THE CONFERENCE/ 

RUSTIN SAID HE wILL CALL IRVING. LATER HARRY WACHTEL CALLED RUSTIN AND 
SAID HE WROTE MAaYIN/ KING/ A LONG LETTER LAST NIGHT AND TOLD HIM TO GET 
GOING ON THE GAN b.-.l SOCIETY WHICH IS NOW TAX EXEMPT AND THAT HE WANTS 
TO GET TOGETHER WITH HIM TO DISCUSS HIS, WACHTELL-S ROLE. AS REGARDS 
LOS ANGELES, WACHTEL SAID HE WAS NOT UNHAPPY BECAUSE THE " POWER 
STRUCTURE" ACTS AS IF THEY ARE ONLY DEALING WITH KING AND THEY ARE NOT,£«l 


END PAGE FOUR 




PAGE FIVE 


THEY ARE DEALING WITH GUYS WHO ARE EASILY INCITED WHO LIVE IN STINKING 
CONDITIONS. RUSTIN TELLS UACHTEL ABOUT tTHE PRESIDENTIAL MEETING. 

RUTIN THEN SAID HE “PERSUADED KING FROM NOT GOING TO LOS ANGELES." 
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UNITED STATES G ERNMENT 

Memorandum 1 . ,,, r . 


Mr. Sullivah\ ? 


1 - Hr, Belmont 1 - Mr. DeLoach 

1 - Hr. Mohr 1 ~ Mr. Sullivan 

datl 8-11-65 


1 

from : F. J. Baumgardner- 9 '^ 

A ■ 

/ 

SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


1 - Hr. Bland 
1 - Mr. a J. Brennan 
1 - Mr. Wannall 


Mr. R. D. Cotter 


Baunr.ardne 


b'r&-) 
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i T4 


'"'I /* 

a *v 


% • i 
Vi ^ 

we have prepared a letterhead memorandum for 
My ^dissemination of the foregoing, by routing sll PS> bo the 
■ "V;ite House, the Secretary of State Rusk, Vice Admiral William F 
;o ; Raborn, Jr., USN, (Ret.), Director of the Central Intelligence 
* Arency, the Attorney General, Deputy Attorney General an,J , 
j'Jj” Assistant Attorneys General Yeagley and Doar. They^are attached 

m tor approval and forv,a 0 '&; c 70 A\i-i 2- 
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August 26, 1965 


REGISTERED 

11% you 


LL INFORMATION CONTAINED - ' P J 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ■ •- 
DA|E 1 - I f-1 BY S^j 

Tour letter of August 16th has been received. 
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Concerning your inquiries, I would like to point out 
that information in our files must be maintained as confidential 
pursuant to regulations of the Department of Justice. X am sure 
you will understand the reason for thip policy why I am not in 
a position to comment as you desire. 

I am returning herewith the five dollars in currency 
you eo thoughtfully enclosed and forwarding some material which 
1 trust you will find of interest. For your information, there .is CD 
no charge for publications this Bureau is privileged to . 

disseminate. 

Sincerely yours, 

J a Edgar Hoover 


Enclosures (3) 

1 - Detroit - Enclosures (2) 

1 - Mr. Sullivan - Enclosures (2) 


Our Heritage of Greatness 
Excerpt from FBI Appropriations Testimony, 3/4/65, on CP, USA 

NOTE: There is no record of correspondent in Bufiles. The serial number 
of the five dollar bill is G73108487C and it is being returned by. registered 
mail. 
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August 16, 196) 
Plymouth, Mich. 


Mr. J. Ed -ar Hoover 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation 

"nshinrto.i D. C. 


Dear Sir: 



u < L-.i 



During a recent trip through a southern state 
I continuallv encountered people who were convinced, 
perhaps one another, that Doctor Martin Lutner 
'King associates with and is himself a communist. 

Thev even v;e it so far as to relate the number of 
co rnu list fronts he suppositl:.’- belongs to, whicn 
is fourtv-ni le. One might full*’' expect such attitudes 
from the now infamous deep South, but the people of 
which I speak reside in Kentucky. Some were farmers, 
others were factory workers, and still others were 
v/e -lth-’’ businessmen. 

Of course such pronouncements have been heard 
before, aid 10 doubt reiterations are frequent with¬ 
in circles of friends who mutually oppose an inter¬ 
racial seciet'"’. T.ieir objection lies in the prospect 
that before long "inter" would become incorrect, at 
which time "mixed" would be set in its place. Their 
convictions, although unpopular among .oct "intel¬ 
lectual" cliques, are har.iful oil*'- when tne" ap¬ 
praise lies, n* r ths, aid igiorance to be more des.'r- 
nns t en ho lest conviction, truth, fair pin*’-, and 
3 strong will to win the confidence and support of 
others le sitimatelv. I trust all men, ii their hearts, 
prefer truth to untruth, but times are when preju¬ 
dice triumphs over conscience. 

I too wait the truth and I trust that ' r ou have 
a better insignt in this field than a mere individual 
or Toup of such. I would like any information rr ou 
might have concerning Dr. King. CORE, and anv 
ot.ier civil rights organization or personality that 
nas been called communistic. Please send me anv doc¬ 
ument telling now much, if anv, communist influence 
there is behind the legro revolution. Eor your 
trouble I’m sending '-55.00. 


Thaik you*" 


Vmvn urnnhl p «H rn"i 
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BERNARD S. 

(U.S.D.C., 


LEE V. CLARENCE '1. KELLEY, ET AL. 
D.C.) CIVIL ACTIO'.! HUNTER 76-1185 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
V. CLARENCE V .. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION HU.ZER 76-1186 


Serialf%7 milled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Jud^e Joan Lev;is Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 


1 

.1 

| 






< 

i 

l 

i 

I 

I 




k 







f 


< 



1 -. vr. Belmont 
1-1 •. Mohr 


1 - mr;. DeLoach 
1 - J. Sullivan 
1 - h*. Bland 
1 - Mr. D.J. Brennan 
1 - Mr. Baumgardner 
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August 16, 1965 


MiBIHVV WL__ 

■AAiin UViaAn | 


SECDBITT MATTER - COMMUNIST 


It has been previously reported that Stanley David 
Levison, a long-time communist whose secret membership in 
the Communist Party, USA, has been established as recently^as 
July, 1963, has been influencing Martin Luther King, Jr., ^ 
concerning the Vietnam situation. The following additional' T 
Information ha« been supplied by a confidential informant of 


this Bureau who has furnished reliable Information in the past 


On August 13, 1965, Miss Dora McDonald, secretary «o 
King, contacted Levison and advised that "The Mew York Timer: 
had asked King to answer twelve questions. She said that King 

m _ A __I t _ i Am A a SMSsf TjkV 4 flAn 

QMBirta DMT1BDU VU prop m^rw WUOVUiO VW »WW ||uvo»*vimm 

subsequently contacted Miss McDonald and furnished proposed 
answers to the twelve questions which Miss McDonald said she 
would give to King for his approval. The questions and 
Levlson*s proposed replies are as follows: 






r ? 


X; 


(1) In a recent statement King noted that several 

peace organisations had approached him concerning Vietnam. 

What specific groups are they? Reply: Among others, the q. 

Rational Committee for a Sane Muclear Policy and Women Strike*-' c 

*— j i 
* c> 

I 

a 

A 


r 


UMLiyuRA uynibvvv aua m tjwiv wvaavj 

for Peace. (These are pacifist organisations.) C&^) 


» V<I) What is the text of the letter which King 
intgMds tQ~send to President Johnson and to Ho Chi Mlnh, 

n_i a_a .A Wm.At. wi mAm.-O om. T. . VIleu Atim f mvA 4m A4 se 1 4 

rrWB IttVUV Ol nvrvu T AVVUUr nope/ i m uou Vito WAV *v eeuma* 

a cotfy wilT be made available 


* 

* 





A (S) How Will the letter be sept? Reply: 
details hAve not been planned as yet.£j£ • __ ft 

, n jr, 

SECRET fj/ 



RED 30 

100-1 



DeLoach . 
Casper , 


gRv^p 

ExcludetT 
downgiyrcirs 
decl^sif icatlon 



3 

9 
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om automatic 




>4 
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o 



a 


CoiJahan . 


Gal 

Rose 




Tavej £. 


Trotter . 


Tei*. Roorr . 
Holmes _ 

Gendy _ 


ORIGINAL TO THE WHITE HOUSE AND XEROX COPIES TO SECRETARY OF 
STATE RUSK, THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL AND 
ASSISTANT ATTORNEYS GENERAL YEAGLEY AND DOAR. 

^ n 1 rfor •; -g, 

SEE P^E 3 FOR BUREAU NOTE. 
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Martin Luther King, Jr. 



(4) Should tho Unitad Staton ronaln in Viotnaa If tho 

South TUtuuiN* ask ns to leave? Reply: "I believe we would 
have no moral or Juridical bonis for remaining if a sovereign 
government demands that ve leave its territory. ^ 

(5) Can King be more specific concerning bis attitude 
on escalation of the war? Reply: H beelation is expressed in 
so many degrees and is related to escalation on the other side, 

so that I can discuss it only in concrete terms. Zt is impossible 
to generalise. w ^^j 


(0) King said that he is not blaming either government 
for the war. Who is to blame? Reply: "There is blame on both 
sides because each has made responses too readily through means 
of violence without an earnest search for reduction of violence. 

I am encouraged by the restraint President Johnson has manifested 
both in action and in words and I believe the exercise of restraint 
will ultimately lead faster to constructive negotiation than will 
the flexing of the muscles of military power which the whole world 
knows we possess in terrifying abundance.* 1 'r 


(7) What specific proposals would King have to sake? 
Reply: I have not formulated specific proposals for ending the 
war and I am not sure I have coiq>etence in that area.^£. 


(8) Is King seriously thinking of going to Vietnam and 
under what circumstances? Reply: "I have no plans to go to Vietnam 


(9) Will King's letter also be sent to the United Rations? 
Reply: There are mo plans for a letter to the United Rations 
because it is not a combatant nor an ally of any combatant. This 
does not imply it has no role. Its role is substantial but different, 

(10) Will King contact United States officials concerning' 
his plans; for example, Governors, Senators, Representatives or 
diplomats? Reply: "I have no body of plans which could be the 
subject of discussions. I am expressing a point of view which will 
be self~explanator} and I sincerely hope useful for those who have 
the responsibility to make plans. 
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Martin Luthar King, Jr. 


(11) King states that ha in following a path of non¬ 
violence but Reverend James Bevel recently made atataaanta 
Indicating that ha la more allItant. Can King raconclla thla 
and la Baral speaking for tha Boutharn Chrlatlan Laadarahlp 
Conference or aa an individual? (Baral la a aanbar of King's 
atari on tha Boutharn Chrlatlan Laadarahlp Confaranca, which 
organisation King haada.) Reply: "Tha emphasis Jamas Bevel 
placaa on paaoa activity In ralatlon to clrll rlghta activity 
dlffara fros nlna bccaase I am not praaantly proponing any changa 
in tha dlraotlon or tha oharaotar of oar civil rlghta work. Ha 
haa tha right to azpraaa his analysis and has dona so." 

(13) Ravarand Baral atatad that tha civil rlghta move¬ 
ment haa bean legislated out of business. Will King comment on 
this? Reply: "I do not agree with James Bevel*s view that the 
civil rights movement baa bean legislated out of existence. Wa 
still have so far to go I cannot see tha and of tha road even now. 

X see the need for a multiplicity of additional legislative reforms 
which will take years of struggle fully to achieve. t, T-^'~ 


NOTE: 


' i* 
*r f 

i 




k ^^Se^memorandum, Baumgardner to Sullivan 8/16/65, same 
caption, Classified ”Secret^l^c^aethe basic information 

contained aoov^was obtained highly sensitive 

source in the racial field, p 
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UNITED STATES GO ..NMENT 

Memorandum 


Mr, W. C. Sulli 


4 
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F. J. Baumgardner 

O 



MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


Trottef_ 

TeJe. Roo^ 



Prior memoranda from F. J. Baumgardner to Mr. Sullivan 
have reported on King's involvement in the Vietnam situation and 
the Influence which Stanley David Levison, the long-time 
communist, has on King. tX-j , . 

h(?J G>"7(p) 

■■^■■■■fhas advisea that conversations between 
Levison and Dora McDonald, secretary to King, disclosed that 
“The New York Times” had asked King to answer 12 questions. 

1 King desired Levison to prepare proposed answers which he did 
and gave to McDonald for King's approval. ' 


ACTION: 


We have prepared a letterhead memorandum which depicts 
the Levison influence on King in this instance.and includes 
the 12 questions and Levison*s proposed replies to them. 

Attached for approval and forwarding are copies of the letterhead 
memorandum to go by routing slips to the White House, Secretary 
of State Rusk, the Attorney General, the Deputy Attorney General, 
and Assistant Attornejs General Yeagley and Dcar.^^'’ 
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AUB 2 5\,T9 r 


FBI NEW YORK 


FROM NEIT YORK 2P 



j- Cs!/ ;v- ,7 'r 

1240 PM URGENT 8-25-65 CRM TELETYPE ^ — 

-'f y Mr. ra!:*h*.n._ 

TO DIRECTOR /2/ AND ATLANTA / S >i - Cor.ral _ 

/ / r Xfl / > ■'■ Fe,t - 

ATLANTA /tA WASHINGTON -SNCODED- Mfl - at Ros^ZZ 

/ If r /JW U Mr. SulI.vSS 

FROM MEIr YORK 2P ft) ^ tor.-Ta^i^ 

/ 1^/ Mr. Tr i er- 

/ * Tele. Bogt£__~ 

/ /N Miss Hwjnifej— 

^ V Gandy— 

MARTIN LUTHER KING* JR..,^SN-C *57? Cu#>ry _ 

^ .Co«^^ J,5r U= 

BUFILE /100-I06670/, ATLANTA FILE /100-5586/, NY FILE 
/100-13658$ l 7 ^) 

t 

REFERENCE ATLANTA TELETYPE OF AUGUST TWENTYTHREE SIXTYFIVE, 
REPORTING fiUBJECT-S PRESENCE IN NEW YORK CITY, THE PURPOSE 
BEING UNKNOWN. 

ON AUGUST TVENTYFOUR, SIXTYFIVE, A PRETEXT INTERVIEW WITH 
THE HILTON HOTEL REGISTRATION DESK DISCLOSED THAT KING AND 
PARTY WERE REGISTERED IN SUITE THREE ZERO ONE ONE, 

■ v , “ < 

A PHYSICAL SURVEILLANCE OF STANLEY LEVISON AND AT THE - ; 
HOTEL DID NOT REVEAL THAT LEVISON VISITED KING. 

ON AUGUST TWENTYFIVE, SIXTYFIVE, "THE NEW YORK TIMES" 

PAGE THREE, COLUMN FIVE, REPORTS THAT UNITED NATIONS AMBASSADOR 
GOLDBERG HAD INVITED KING TO VISIT HIM TO DISCUSS HIS FEELINGS 
ON VIETNAM. THE PAPER REPORTS THAT IT IS HOPED THAT SUCH A 


MEETING CAN TAKE PLACE THIS WEEK. 

txr-107 

END PAGE j>N£ .... 
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IN VIEW Of THIS INFORMATION, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT 
KING IS IN NEW YORK FOR THIS PURPOSE. HOWEVER, NONE OF NEW 
YORK SOURCES HAVE FURNISHED ANY INFORMATION REGARDING KING. 
END 
BMS 

FBI WASH DC 


CC-MR. SULLIVAN 
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Your letter of August 20th has been received, 
and the concern which prompted you to write U understandable. 

1 want to thank you for your generous comments concerning my - 
admlnlstration of the FBI and It Is hoped that my future endeav-r 
0 £s continue to meet with your approval. -n-j “ 


In response to your Inquiries, information in^&c * 
files must be maintained as confidential pursuant to regulattoildn ^ 
of the Department of Justice. I am sure you will understand th$ 
reason for this policy and why I am not in a position to cotnme($ 
as you desire. n 


Enclosed is some material which I trust you will 
find of interest. 


f {/ 


Toison _ 
Be J rront . 


\=1<S) 


DeLoach . 
Caspar __ 
Callahan . 
Conrad _ 


Ca!r , 
Poser. 


Trotter _ 

Tele. Poon 

Holies _ 

Car. dy_ 


Sincerely yours, 


TjBdgar floover 


BurH^riSPgi^&f Greatness 


12-21-64 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
D ATE 


NOTE^^tei 


KLS:jdm . 

M) ^ 


re is no record of correspondent in Bufiles. In summary, 
states that the Director is one of the finest Americans in our 
is a 22-year old college student who is doing free-lance 


(NOTE CONTINUED NEXT P£GE) 
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MAIL HOOM 









□ 


TELETYPE UNIT 


□ 





writing. He requests information on communism.and wants to know 
specifically if Martin Luther King is a communist or if there is any 
communist infiltration of the civil rights movement. He indicates that 
he feels the Societ^hf Friends is a communist group and mentions that 
he has heard that the Tanguy Homesteads area was a communist 
community. The Tanguy Homesteads, according to our files, is a 
housing development built under the auspices of Quakerism. The Society 
of Friends is known to the Bureau. 



West Chester, Penn** 
August 2o, 1965 


J# Bdg&r Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, d:c; 

Dmt Mr, Hoover* 

A# X ax certain you vast receive thousands of letters 


daily fro* American oltitans, it is 


doubtful that you will ever reed this one. However, X hope someone oaa answer a few of my 
questions. 


First, X should state that I think you have been and are one of the finest Americans 
through our history, and one of the few, true sen of stature in free American Gov e r nm ent r 
X think it is shamefol that rights movement people, like M.L. King, should criticise the 
F»B, I, and the police in general across the land, and be sanctioned and lauded for dolnj 
so, I think it equally wrong that a man of your quiet, sure, and oonstant greatness and 
achievement should be quieted and disturbed ty higher effieials, as the ease appears to 


1 am 22 years of age, studying history at the local eollage, as well doing some small, 
publication free-lance writing, and X am intently interested in learning if the Covstuniet 
threat inside America is a real and large thing today j as some people say. Also, X am in. 
terested in learning if the Rights Movement, or perts of it, are involved in undermining 


our democratic system, 

For example, we sometimes hear people blurt that, j*Martln Lather King is (or was) a 
member of the Communist fArty." Can this be proven? Are the statements ty some that the 

Rights Movement "Is entirely planned and designed to bring shout a Soviet America," vail 

1 

Perhaps these are simply the 0 x 7 s ©^unreasonable who do not like the negro, and, if th| 
la true, you, personally, are tired of hearing it. But if there la truth to those cry a,’ 
would like to assist in democratically combating a throat. For, if personal freedom is b 
overtaken, then all of ay Interests and involvements, like history, oould be taken, as vc 

/ot>t>-76-n££ 

as the free choices of all Americans; f / *> 'J 


* v ~ i* . t* ** „ 


I have many p s e se a e - a- questions concerning a leftist threat, locally, also, and perhapt 

P A<Jo 

you oould refer ay questions to someone who baa knowledge of the Chester^County, Suburb? 
Philadelphia, Fa, area; 1 think you should understand that X am not, even figuratively, 

... ie ..__ _ _CORKEDn 



(' p 

e Comsunist * •' witch httuP tut desperately desire truth, ./iistorted faot In these natters 
and thia Is why I have wi ✓ten to yWu, lationally, perhapt /on eould refer me to cartaln 
books or reports that would bring ns to * true understanding of the Conrad st question and 
threat* 

Loo ally, I night here report a few things, which aps- probably ooouring in thousands of 
towns in Amerioa, I do not know; firstly, thdunaan Relations Cowls si on in West Chester, 
founded about four years ago, and other alphabetised factions of the rights movement, have 
been a skin g agitation all this sunsnr in the gore m eant, particularly the sohool board, 
attenpting to establish 'review boards' and the like, to transcend the decisions of the 
governing, elected body* They want to right alleged "injustice* and disorlaination in the 
schools and in the town* frankly, this is totally uneesssary, as our town has been working 
quietly and surely for and with the negro sine# 1760* It oan and baa been laid out for 
than, as doounentad, historical evidence, hut to A avall* They continue to accuse, agitate. 

Ho 

and instigate in this area, and have nary noiwiegroes with than* 

Just now, I faal how silly wjr writing this to you must seen when it is read.Loo ally, thou, 
it is important. 

I personally feel that this friction is stenlng from leftist groups who have masked then- 
selves, especially, behind the Society of friends in our area for years* X would like to 
know if this oan be proven, if the F*B^I* is interested in such natters, and id it is pos 
ible to obtain a list of known Coonunlsts, or gympathisers, in a given area*for example, 
when these people write their long letters of oondemnation(of ary aspect of our gjrstem) 1 
the newspaper, and if they are Consunlsts, I feel it should be reported in s following le 
to the public* In I way off base on this? 

four years ago I was told an almost incredible story of a place eaUed'^ngqy Homesteads 
where Conmudsts actually live together, and hold instructive meetings for their children 
in s converted bam on the premises. This place is loo a ted near Cheyney, in upper Delawar 
County, Chester County, Fenna. I was told this story by an extremely truthful boy of ^ a 
who lived there, with his parents, for a year* They had Jast moved here from the midwest, 
and purchased the first house they could find, which happened to be afTanguy Homesteads. 
When they discovered what lay underneath this housing development ( built in the forties 
under the auspdoes of Quakerism) they moved out. 


' • -V 

This boy told ye t as ha others since, that several peo. t in Tanguy Bose steads and the 

t 

surrounding area ( for ti clique is not United to the ec lines of the development}, are 
teaohers who were dismissed from their profession at ifclla* area schools beoaase they were 
■sabers of the Comonist Party.lt is a very odd section. The development itself is built, 
physioally, quite unlike any modem housing development, is off the aainstreaa of things, 
(not ostentations or near main arteries, like most), sad when one drives through the placi 
people peek from windows, doorways, staring at you* 

It is the people who live hers and their friends in the area who have been behind the Bum 
Eolations groups in meet Chester, the s Ben the Boob* marches, the s uet out of Vietnam* 
campaigns, end other, unfounded accusations and trouble in general. 

Mr. Hoover, I do not wish to sound ovsrly-suspdolous, because I am not* And I can not say 
that these people are subversive, or Conmnists, for I have no e one rate evidence • Could 
you possibly help straighten me out on a few of these important questions? 

Hoping to hear from you* 









* 


[ 


i 



I 

( 

I 




< 


I 

i 

! 

I 


RE: 


BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE 'l. KELLEY, ETAL. 
(U.S.D.C., D.C.) CIVIL ACTIO:: II OTHER 76-1185 

<OTu!ERiJ CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
V. CLARENCE K. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CTVTT ACTION KILZF.A 76-1136 


Serial i%5 nulled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judsc* John Lev.’is Smith, Jr., ano sent to 
National Archives. 
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UNITED STATES GO ^RNMENT 


TO 


FROM 


DATt 8-24-65 







Memorandum 

Mr. DeLoach /V 
D. C. Morrell^Fj** 

\LL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
___ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

CINCINNATI 13, ohio DATEJ~ ?.ff B YSv^U^ 

fed? (p 

By letter dated 8-18-65 addressed to the FBI, captioned individ¬ 
ual referred to reprint material sent to him in connection with a previous inquiry 
and claimed he understands the FBI’s policy of not making evaluations and noted 
that Senator Dodd's speech on the Floor of the Senate on 2-25-65 was very 
informative. However, he claimed he was confused and then attempted to explore 
several issues currently in the news involving the FBI, civil rights, Martin Luther 
King and others. Prior to this communication, there is no record in Bufiles for 



k *?(?) - he originally inquired aboGflKarl Prussion 

and wanted th^ermcanon of statemeits about Martin LutheFlCing. _From this ! 
point, he theorizes that if Prussion's statements are true, it is inconceivable that 
anyone with the integrity and moral courage of Mr. Hoover could remain as 
head of the FBI which has contributed tremendously to the success of Mr. King’s 
nonviolent campaigns. He claims he cannot rememb er whether M r. Hoover has 
spoken out publicly against such nonviolent actions. MHH^JBclaims it is 
his purpose to obtain advice or the source to which h^mfghMurn in order to obtain 
data to assist him to return this era to order. / 

h' 7 ($) 

OBSERVATIONS: 

- ^ 

It would appear that^HUHIH is merely attempting to be argu¬ 
mentative because he alludes to thejulegec^^nmunist tactics and connections 
of Martin Liither King, Dodd’s speech concerning civil rights matters and the 
FBI, and wonders whether Mr. Hoover has spoken out on these issues. Senator 
Dodd fully covers the FBI’s position in the civil rights area and even mentions 
fact that the Director called King a notorious liar. As a result, it is felt that 
is merely pursuing a feigned, naive position in order to press or 
jarrass anyone who fails to answer in accordance with his beliefs. While we 
normally would like to straighten out people who assume position^o^ttitudes 
against the Bureau, it is felt it will be futile in this case asfl^H^HjVhas 
already been afforded Bureau reprint mater i al wh i ch an swerem^narges. 

Enclosure /GO- (L> G(c *7^ 

1 - Mr. De Loach - Enclosure 2 g AUG 26 1965* ** 
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D. C. Morrell to Mr. DeLoach memorandum 

Re: kKs-) 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

X. That his letter not be acknowledged. 


2. That a copy of his communication be sent to the 
Cincinnati Division by the attached routing slip for its information. 
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□□□□DCTlQDDQHDODDOn 


Rout »g 5j ip 

0-7 (Rev. 6-? ?-f S) 

TO: SAC, 

Albany 
Albuquerque 
Anchorage 
Atlanta 
Baltimore 
B irmingham 
Boston 
Buffalo 
Butte 
Charlotte 
Chicago 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
Dallas 
Denver 
Detroit 
El Paso 
Hon olulu 


(Copies to Offices Checked) 


| \ Houston 

[ 1 Indianapolis 

f ~1 Jackson 
I 1 Jacksonville 
1 | Kansas City 

□ Knoxville 
1 Las Vegas 
| j Little Rock 
ri Los Angeles 
t | Louisville 
r } Memphis 
P r | Miami 

B Mll waukee 
Minneapolis 
| 1 Mobile 

| j Newark 
(~ j New Haven 
1 ) New Orleans 


CjE York City 
[ | ^.rlolk 

I | Oklahoma City 
( | Omaha 

| 1 Philadelphia 

f 1 Phoenix 
I"" I Pittsburgh 
1 | Portland 

r I Richmond 
1 I St. Louis 
l 1 Salt Lake City 
j 1 San Antonio 
1 ] San Diego 

1 San Francisco 
[ 1 San Juan 

f 1 Savannah 
[ 1 Seattle 

Springfield 

n , S -24 

Date 


Retention For appropriate 

[X r ° r information optional P] action 


[ I The enclosed is for your information- If used in a future report, r ~ ] conceal 
all sources, r 'J paraphrase contents. 



1 \ Tampa 

j | Washington Field 
f I Quantlco 

TO LECAT: 

( } Bern 

I I Bonn 
I 1 Buenos Aires 
PH London 
[ j Manila 
| 1 Mexico, D.F. 

f I Ottawa 
I 1 Paris 
[ 1 Rome 

I 1 Rio de Janeiro 
[ ~ 1 Santo Domingo 
j 1 Tokyo 
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Ramartt: ,Jureau is not acknowledging his communication* 
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Ohio 


. Aug. 18, 196E 


United States Dept, of Justice, 

Federal Bureau of investigation, 

Washington, D.C. 20535 

Gentlemen: 

I thank you for your prompt response to recent literature I sent you 
which accussed ..'artin Luther King of being affiliated with the Communist 
movement. Your congressional record speaeh by Senator Dodd was wery 
informative and your paper entitled 'FBI jusisdiction doe* not ctver 
making evaluations’ was quite understandable. 

However, I an *s completely confused as ever, and if nothing else, 
perhaps you could refer me to whwre I could get some information. 

First of all, I never once doubted the integrity of Mr. Hoover of the 
FBI, so the speech by Senator Dodd, though quite informative, has come 
nowheres near to answering my basic confusion, or I a::, sure of many tther 
people such as myself who have the same doubts. 

Ii the literature I originally sent to your office was a sworn affidavit 
by Karl Prussian, a n| FBI counterspy, tharjbt each and every Communist 
meeting he attended the Rev , martin Luther-Klng was always set forth eiM the 
Individual to whom Communists should look and rally around lit in the 
Communist struggle on the many racial issues*. He also states that « Martin 
Luther King has either been a member of, or wittingly has accepted support 
from, over 60 Communist* fronts, individuals, and/or organizations, which 
give old to or espouse Communist Causes.* 

If this is all true then let us face some facts. The overwhelming 
advances -ade in the civil rights campaigns recently have been instigate* 
and led by Curtin ILtxther King. He is the o: e whose footsteps the great 
majority follow. His policies have basically been the ones that have led' 
the pass-iS® of the civil rights and voting rights bills. If so, then 
according to "arl Prusslon, everything Martin Luther King has done and 
gained seems to be completely Communist directed and organized, accordin 
my way of thinking! 

If so, haw can a man of the Integrity and moral courage of :*r. Hoover 
remain head of a bureau that is actively engaged in a contlnouw effort to 
remove all ebstacles in the way of complete success of the Communist 
movement to capitalize on the American Negro? The FBI has contributed 
tremendously to the success of Martin Hither King's non-violent campaigns, 
and as far as I can remember Mr. Xfctha Hoover has never spoken out publicly I 
against such non-viilent actions. If what ...r. Prusslon says is true, it * 
would seem to me that .«ir. Hoover would quit his post before enforcing clvia. 
rights n nd voting rights that were, in effect, drawn up by the Communists 
themselves. 

To sum it up, let's give people like myself some answers, or at least 
refer us to a responsible source where we can get some answers. I want to 
see the Negro gain equal rights, but if non-viol4nt action such as Martin 
Ltthe r King advocates Is completely Communist In substance, wh£.t shall peep. 1 
like myself do? Join violent civil right*, groups, or club the Nergoes back 
Into su bmission for die ti ne bein£, back into their goettoa and lowly 
inferior status, with the hope that in another century or two they will 
somehow work It out among themselves to acquire the wisdom and knowledge 
that v;e whites already have? 

I would sincerely appreciate any advice or assistance you could offer. 


.Sir 




Sincere 


,/<v-/a6 2° -JZte 


-■*“ * ’f L s , 





Optional fO»m mo. to 


UNITED STATES GO^ RNMENT 


Memoranuum 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


8/18/65 


f: 


SAC, LOS ANGELES (IOO- 65 IO 6 ) 



subject: 


i'J 




fc7(s> 



Enclosed herewith are the original and seven (7) 
copies of a letterhead memorandum (LHM) concerning a telephone 
call made to the Los Angeles Offic^m^ugust 17, 1965 "by 
individual identifying himself as ^HHwho indicated an 
intent to do physical harm to MARTIN LUTHER.-KING, who planned 
to visit Los Angeles concemingTEe currentnTegro riot. 


The call was immediately relayed to the Los Angeles 
Police Department and Los Angeles County Sheriff's Office for 
whatever action they deemed appropriate. 


A copy of this letterhead memorandum is also being 
furnished to Secret Service, Los Angeles. 


AGENCY: ACSI, ONI, OS!-.SBOr SS** J 
DEPT: 1SD, CRD, RAO 

DATE FCR-V:-‘ 

HOW --— 

BY:___- 

9' 17 t ?-r ^ T 


•'•l l i? JFQSMATION CONTr *N? 7 - 
TS r N il : UNOLASSIFpEL' 






Oc um EVS ^JdW d. 
, <el>7t 

l ^ J 



,< C ° 


( 2 . - Bureau (Ends. 8 /i[WGISTERED) 1 
'2 - Los Angeles 

(1 - 100-57229 MARTIN LUTHER KING) 




;cvP suv ' bE<> 2 V^ 0_^ W 

m/irn mrnnrv\ 


3 AUG 20 1965 


JPA:bjs 

(*0 


copy u>Mt£L 

by rm t^ i n g Ft t p f r,- 

V~ 

b >’-— 
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4«5&-ee LHM ^ 

808 RB ^ 
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In Reply, Plea** Refer to 
FiU /Vo. 


( (' ' - 

UNI D STATES DEPARTMENT OF J TICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 


Chief 

United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury 
Washington, D. C. 20220 


Dear Sir: 


The information furnished herewith concerns an individual who is believed to be 
covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning Presidential pro¬ 
tection, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 

1. \Z2 Has attempted or threatened bodily harm to any government official or employee, 

including foreign government officials residing in or planning an imminent visit to the 
U. S., because of his official status. 

2. C Has attempted or threatened to redress a grievance against any public official by other 

than legal means. 

3. Because of background is potentially dangeious; or has been identified as member or 
participant in communist movement; or has been under active investigation as member 
of other group or organization inimical to U. S. 

4. [[H U. S. citizens or residents who defect from the U. S. to countries in the Soviet or 

Chinese Communist blocs and return. 

5. 3L Subversives, ultrarightists, racists and fascists who meet one or more of the following 

criteria: 

(a) □ Evidence of emotional instability (including unstable residence and 

employment record) or irrational or suicidal behavior: 

(b) □ Expressions of strong or violent anti-U. S. sentiment; 

(c) E Prior acts (including arrests or convictions) or conduct or statements 

indicating a propensity for violence and antipathy toward good order 
and government. 

6. [H Individuals involved in illegal bombing or illegal bomb-making. 

Photograph □ has been furnished □ enclosed □ is not available 

□£ may he available through_ the Los Angeles County Sheriffs Office> 



I - Special Agent in Charge <Knclosure(s) 
V. S. Secret Servicers Angeles 


(REGISTERED) 




Enclosurc(s) 


Upon remora / of classified enclosures, if anx, (Ins transmittal form 
becomes t'SCLASSIFlUDJ 




purpose 
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The Los Angeles County Sheriff's Office ha 
telephonicallv advised of a minor arrest reco 




which are not immediately available• 

M L INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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An available description from records of the Los 
Angeles County Sheriff's Office is as follows: 

Name 

Also known as 
Bom 
Height 

Weight 160 

Hair Gray 

Eyes 

Peculiarities 





The foregoing was furnished to the Los AngeL es 
Police Departmentan^Lo^Ange^s County Sheriff's Office 
by Special Agent on August 17 , 1965 at 

3:30 a.m. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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August 23, 1965 


/ r /' y~ 


> 




DEC- 


o ~ /o & & 70- 11 If | 



S 


^Bloomington, 
^Dear“ 


IIUXIUA 







92316 


Your letter of August 16th has been received, 
and my associates join me in thanking you for your kind 
sentiments. 


In response to your request, information 
^ in our files must be maintained as confidential pursuant 
to regulations of the Department of Justice. 1 am sure 
you will understand the reason for this policy and why I am 
not in a position to comment as you desire. 

Enclosed Is some material which I trust 
you will find of interest. 


e* 

n 


Mr. T^Json 
Mr. 

1 Mj:. 


MAiLED 30 

^ ~ 19 do 

COMM-FBl 



Sincerely yours, 
J^Edg^oover 



Enclosures (2) 

"Our Heritage of Greatness" 

U.S. News& World Report - 12/7/64 
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p NOTE: There is no derogatory information in Bufiles concerning 
correspondent and we last corresponded with him on 8/17/50. 
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BLOOMINGTON, 


CALIFORNIA 


August 16, 1965 


Hon. J, Edgarc Hoover, 

Federal Bureau Of Investigation 


Washington-D, C. 




(,<n* 


Dear Sir; 


ify people in this church and as an officer of our 
ministerial alliance, wish certain information 
that you do doub£ have avaiable in these troublesome 
times. 


^ <-Vj. 

- 


The question is this, is Martin Luther Ring^ a Communist 
or is he aligned in any wayJj^subversive organizations, 
to your knowledge of information? 

If, you donot care to make a statement try letter, would 
you advise one of your agents in this area to telephone 
me about this matter, so that I may place ny people at 
ease on some of the many mors flying about? 

graying God’s blessings upon you and every one of your 
lqyal fine men and workers there and everywhere. 


I am. 


Sincere! 



" tt ‘ /0&/4 7 q - 
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URGENT 8-20-65 
TO DIRECTOR AND ATLANTA 
FROM LOS ANGELES 210030 




MARTIN LUTHER 

I. — 




JR., SM-C. 


t 



.RE LOS ANGELES TEL AUGUST 19 LAST. 

Iking did not meet with labor leaders today. 

MINUTE preparations failed to materialize. 

*"** KING HELD NEWS CONFERENCE NOON TODAY INTERNATIONAL 
HOTEL, LOS ANGELES. NO MENTION OF VIETNAM. NEWS CONFERENCE 
COVERED KINGS ASSESSMENT CF LA RIOTS AND HIS MEETING AUGUST 19 
LAST WITH MAYOR YORTY AND POLICE CHIEF PARKER. KING STATED 
UNDERLYING CAUSE OF RIOTS ECONOMIC AND GREW OUT OF DEPTHS OF 
DESPAIR OF NEGROES. STATED YORTY, PARKER AND LOCAL LEADERS 
LACKING IN STATESMANSHIP NEEDED FOR DEALING WITH NEGRO PROBLEMS. 
COMPLIMENTED GOVERNOR BROWN ON HIS UNDERSTANDING OF SITUATION. 
KING STATED HE WAS IN CONTACT WITH WHITE HOUSE THI 

IN fCAR 

J 

y LHM FOLLOWS. 

1 ✓ 


WMORNING AND REQUESTED APPOINTMENT WITH PRESIDENT 

'future. 


v 

RBQE 


VED: 


•r 


12:52 AM 8-21-65 MLT 

fXllCL 


I 




« 



RELAYED TO ATLANTA. 

<\ 


* 

8 AUG 3i 1GG 


RtC-64 /g6 6 Z d —/%/) 

14 AUG 2419SS 




If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be euitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems. 







RE: 


BERNARD S. 

(U.S.D.C,, 


LEE V. CLARENCE U. 

d. c,.) civil actio:: 


KELLEY, ET AL. 
IUJiCE'.'v 76-1185 


southern Christian leadership conference (sclc) 

V. CLARENCE K. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION HUlT'EA 76-1186 


Serial/^? pulled from this file under court order or 
U.S. District Juo^e John Levels Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 
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t . <« •• August 23, 1965 


AIRMAIL 


EX 105 


b7t c J 


Madrid* Spain 
Dear 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

5SSr 


Mr. Hoover received your letter of August 16th 
and asked me to thank you for your generous remarks concerning 
his administration of the FBL It Is his hope our future endeavors 
will continue to merit such approbation. 

It was indeed thoughtful of you to advise us of your 
impressions about living abroad. - 


C f , 


; ToUon_ 

* Belmont 

Mohr _ 

DeLooch . 

Caspar_ 

Callahan . 
Conrad _ 


Sincerely yours, 

rn 

od g »>» 


t-4 * ® 


s * 

Helen W. Gandy 

* 

Secretary 



1 - Foreign Liaison Unit - Enclosure 


atforme 


NOTE: Buflies contain one reference identifiable with vbo » 

in 1963* told legal attache at Madrid of certain data that former Vice 
President Nixon wished to have forwarded to Mr. Hoover. Since no 
record could be ascertained as to his alleged meeting of Mr. Hoover* 
an in-absence reply Is being sent. 
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Dear Mr. Hoover: 


all A ’ J5USt 1965 

HEREIN IS UNCUmSE^ ttf7 * 

tJATEladi^jfspii fa A* 4 - 

I had the pleasure of~T5eE$4i|| you on a few 


•IN is UNCUMKi 
■ 1 » [ i frjr Tttt 


occasions many years ago when Lou Nichols was one of your top 
assistants, and I was with the March of Time, and subsequently 
one time with Dick Nixon and George Murphy. Always an admirer 
of yours, I wish to reaffirm my high opinion of you and your 
associates and your entire organization. It seems to me that 
all of you have been fighting for all of us in the United States 
day and night even since I can remember. I do not see how you 
have managed to survive the hatred, the intrigue and the jealousy 
that your actions on behalf of our nation have aroused in so 
many small minds (and in some not so small, and bent on destroy¬ 
ing you and our nation). I am grateful that you have survived, 
and that you have persisted unswervingly on the path that all 
decent Americans know is best for our country. 

Living and working abroad as I have for the 
past few years, I have often had occasion to visit our various 
embassies, notably in London and Madrid, and always the FBI 
representative seemed to be the real American in that Embassy 
(or is he one of the Vanishing Americans?), backed, up usually 
by the naval and military attaches and the U.3. Marines, all 
motivated the same way. Reading your speeches over here, I am 
struck by the fact that in this so-called backward country of 


Spain, 


♦imes of violence are so rare as to be remarkable; 


children and young adults nespect their parents and their el¬ 
ders; women and children — and men — are safe in the streets. 
Honor and responsibility are important factors, and respect for 
the family and for God are not things to be swept under the 
table. This may not be a democracy (nor, as you know well, is 
it the dictatorship that some of our liberals bleed about while 
they are urging us to get out of Viet Nam or Santo Domingo or 
wherever we might damage the Communist plan), but the simple, 
proud, decent Spaniard is a man of character, and not too proud 
to work for a living, or to serve his country. It is true they 
have almost no racial problems, bufc/nejyther do they have juvenile 
delinquency in measurable degree. ■-“* }££. « / "" ; , 

I wish more Americans hod ay hs£ AOgiSSiBW-ties 
ithat you extol, and that we would h«bU*bre of civil responsibility 
land less of often-unmerited rights. At the o maae nt rata?.,I expect 
!that words like honor, duty, loyalty, integrity, responsibility 
; and work will soon be listed in the dictionaries as "archaic", ^ 
jbut not so long as we have men like you in our country. 

Hy warmest good wishes, Mr. Hoover.^^ 

Ve r4^ reLpec tfuljl^F 

P.S. Has anyone <€Ver discovered 

how ar tintherling really got 

the Nobel Prize?.77LIke Hitler 

this man states his plans in «»avance- k'ji&J •’ 
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Transmit the following In, 
Via_ AIRTEL_ _ 


vxm ' confjpm 

(Type in plaintext or c< 
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TO: 


FROM: 


SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-442529) 


SAC, NEW YORK 


CIRM 
IS-C 
(00: NY) 


(100-153735) 

EXTENDED BT-.-f f J“' 1 

P.rATCW FCh EXTEN-W.9- ... x 

Oft'u OF REVIEW FOR C-/f- £V 
decIassifichio*— 


Re New York teletype, 8/17/65* concerning plans of 
MARTIN LUTHER KING and BAYARD RUSTIN to go to Los Angeles, 
California, 8/17/65. 

Enclosed are ten copies of a letterhead memorandum 
reporting information contained in referenced communication. 
Two copies are furnished for benefit of Atlanta, and one copy 
furnished for the information of Los Angeles. 


The sour 
memorandum was 



information in the letterhead 

The sources who furnished characterizations of 
individuals mentioned in the letterhead memorandum were as 


follows: 


! 


) 


- / 


/% A arreau (100-442529) (Ends. 10) (RM) 

^-' 11/- 100-106670) (MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. ) 

2 - Atlanta (100-6670) (Ends. 2) (info) (RM) -- 

(1 - 100-5586) (MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.) 

1 - Los Angeles (100- ) (Enel, l) (Info) (RM) 

1 - New York (100-46729) (BAYARD RUSTIN) (42) 


NOT RECORDED 

140 4 1965 




1 - New York ,100-133062 

1 - New York (100-136585! 

1 - New York (lOO-148289, 
1 - New York (lOO-149194) 
1 - New York (100-153735) 


l KING, 

i) fsl 


JR.) (42) 


JMK:gmd 

(14) 




RACHELLE HOROWITZ) 

MARTIN LUTHER KING 
HARRY WACHTEL 
COMINFIL SCLC 

42) APPROPRIATE AGENCIES 
AND FIELD OFFICES 
ADV'SEDBY ROUTINfl r < 
SLIP(S} OF_ QJz 


U 
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Approved: _ _ Sent 

y Special Agent in Charge 
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NY 100-153735 






This letterhead memorandun^^^i^as^ied "Secret” 
because It contains Information fron^HH^^HVa source which 
furnishes highly sensitive informatior^r^egara to the racial 
cituation in the New York area and the Communist infiltration 
thereof. In view of this fact, the NYO considers the 
Secret classification necessary to protect the source. 


lob) 

hi (p) 


4 



- 2 - 






f 




r 


( ^ ? 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply* Please Refer $* 
FUe No. 


Bureau 100-442529 


Re: 


/-?*/ 

^Au^'l^lgir Cl»SS!PED »«o<2 

REASON FCH UT.-..4-0* . 

risiv I* t 4.i , • • — " ** 

DATE CF REVIEW FOR C.fc t\ 

decW^atwh. KJf - y -”* 

Communist Influence In Racial Matters 
Internal Security - C 


A confidential source, who has furnished reliable 
Information In the past, advised on August 17# 1965, that 
Martin Luther King (President of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, SCLC), and Bayard Rustin (Organizer 
of the March on Wa*ington), were in contact earlier during 
that day for the purpose of discussing the Los Angeles, 

California riots. It was during that contact that King 
persuaded Rustin to Join him in that City on August 17# 1965. 

King said he and Bernard Lee (King’s assistant) would arrive 

in Los Angeles at 12:45, Pacific Standard Time, aboard 

National Airlines Flight 41. He said he would be Joined by 

Andrew Young (Executive Director, SCLC), who would arrive 

before noon. Rustin said he would take American Airlines 

Flight 37# which arrives Los Angeles at 10:20 AM, August 17# 1965. ■ 

The source advised that shortly after Rustin's 
contact with King, he (Rustin) was in contact with Harry 
Wachtel, during which time he informed him of King's plans to 
go to Los Angeles. Rustin said in view of King's plans and 
at his request, he (Rustin), drew up a five point program 
for King's use while in Los Angeles. The points, as 
enumerated by Rustin, were:"—' » 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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Re: Communist Influence In Racial Matters 

Internal Security - C 


1 . “To minister to the thousands of Negroes innocent 
of any wrong doing, and who have lost homes and Jobs, and to 
pledge the SCLC to morally and financially assist these people:*** 


2. “Visit those Negroes in Jail in an attempt to 
find ways in which they can help restore damage they have 
done, and attempt to redeem themselves,~ ^ 


3. “To keep and maintain sympathy and communication 
with the white sympathizers and work out programs to prevent 
future disturbances. 

4. “To confer with local government leaders if they 

so desire, 

5. “To present his own planB for immediate and long 
riiige action to clergymen and other leaders."' 

Rustin said that King planned to visit religious 
leaders, prisons and temporary homes of displaced persons in 
order to get a first hand report. r * 


The situation regarding King’s visit, according to 
Rustin, "is delicate as we do not want him to be accused of 
going out there and starting trouble."] 


Rustin, after talking with Wachtel, was in contact 
v/lth a confidante, Rachelle Horowitz, on August 17, 1965. 

He told her of his plans to go to California to be with 
King and in view of that, instructed her to contact the 
White House in Washington, D.C., and inform someone there 
that he would be late in submitting his document which is 
due on August 20, 1965 (document he is preparing for the 
conference of civil rights leaders scheduled for November, 
1965). r ^ 


Horowitz, in regard to the Los Angeles situation, 
suggested to Rustin that he contact Michael Hannon, a former 
police officer (Los Angeles Police Department), who was 
suspended for participating in civil rights demonstrations, 
and William Becker, a former officer, because they “may know 
things about the situation". Horowitz said both men now work 
in Governor Brown’s office.* 9 
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Re: Communist Influence In Racial Matters 

Internal Security - C 


On June 22, 1958# a confidential source, 
who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, advised that Rachelle Horowitz 
was a member of the New York unit of 
the Young Socialist League (YSL).^,'''' 

On June 22, 1958, another confidential 
source, who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, advised that Information made 
available to him in June, 1958, reflected 
that Rachelle Horowitz was a member of the 
New York unit of the YSL.^ 

Another confidential source, who has 
furnished reliable information in the 
past, advised that Rachelle Horowitz 
attended a Lower Manhattan Branch meeting 
of the Young People's Socialist League 
on July 8, i960. £ 

A characterization of the YSL is 
attached. £ ^ 
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Communist Influence In Racial letters 


In "The Saturday Evening Post”, issue of July 11* 
IS, 19oil, page 76, Bryard Rustin is the subject 
of r. feature article captioned: ’’The Lone Wolf 
of Civil Rights”. In it, kustin is said to 
have come to Row York in 1933, as an organizer 
for the Young Communist League (YCL), and as 
such, ho had the job of recruiting students for 
the "Party”, Par thermore, the article reports 
that during his first years in i-’cvj York, x<ustin 
grv( most of his earnings to the "Party", He 
rrportedlv left the: "Party" in 19i4l, the article 

= trt ' s *Cbl 

The- :CL has been d- si; noted pursuant to 
"Ex' cutive Order 10459 -col 


The "Daily Worker", February 11, 195?> page 1 
column 2, reported that .Bayard Austin, Executive 
Secretary, War Resistors Loo. uc-, wrs ar. ooserver 
at tr/ if th National Conv ntior: of the 
Communist Party, United States of America 
(CP, USA), held in Now York City, on 
Fe or u ary 9-12, 195?. LO \ 


r 


The. "D*ily Worker” was an East Coast Communist 
publication until it ceased publication on 
January 13, 1953. £70*"| 




Anotiar confidential source, who has 
reliable information in t'-e r st, ad 
Febru-ry 19, 20, 1961;, that > y:\rd R 
contact’d .benjamin J, Davis or. tnose 


who has furnished 
p st, ad.ise d on 
..V'ye.rd Rustin 
or. tnose dates p 'A: 
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r . 
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Communist Influence In Racial ilotters 


f-nd sou; ht his advice os to how he could escape 
from .1 speaking engagement to which he was 
committed. On the latter contact, Davis told 
Rustin that he was working on his request and 
had contacted friends who had contacts with the 


fcQ) 


"The Ht w iork Times”, August 2U, 196Zj, pa^e 27, 
column I 4 , reports that Benjamin J. Davis, 
National Secretary, CP, USA, died in rfew York 
City on the night of august 22, 19614 . £(j—■> 
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t Communist Influence In Racial Matters 
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Harry Wachtel is the Executive Vice 
President of the Gandhi Society for Human 
Right 3 , 15 Eart 40th Street, New York, 

New York. He resides at ^9 Split Rock _ 
Drive, Kings Point, Long Island, New York^ O \ 



A characterization of the National Lawyers 
Guild is attached hereto.r^ 



With respect to the Gandhi Society for Human 
Rights, it is to be noted that this organization is an 
adjunct of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC),of which Martin Luther 
King, Jr., is the president, and serves to 
raise funds for t.he SCLC. 
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NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD 

The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications," revised and published as of Decerrber 1, 
1961, prepared and released by the Committee on Un- 
A-.-erican Activities, United States House of Represent¬ 
atives, W?shir.;;v-n, D.C., contains the following 
concerning the -\at^cnal Lawyers Guild:^^*^ 


" 1 , 


" 2 , 


"3. 


"National lawyers Guildr^\;^} 

Cited as e Communist front. 

(Special Corvi:.tee on Un- American 
Activities, House Report 1311 on the 
CIO Political Action Committee, 

March 29, 1?44, p. 149.) DO 

Cited as a Communist front which 'is 
the foremost legal bulwark of the 
Communist Party its front organizations, 
and controlled unions' and which ’since 
its inception has never failed to rally 
to the legal defense of the Communist 
Party and individual members thereof, 
including known espionage agents.' 

(Committee on Un-A erican Activities, 

House Report 3123 on the National 

Lawyers Guild, September 21, 1950, . 

originally related September 17, 1950.) C O7J 

'To defend the cases of Communist 
lawbreakers, fronts have been devised 
making special appeals in behalf of civil 
liberties and reaching out far beyond the 
confines of the Communist Party itself. 

Among these organizations are the * * * 
National Lawyers Guild. When the 
Communist Party itself is under fire 
these offer a bulwark of protection.' 

(internal Security Subcommittee of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, Handbook 
for Americans, S. Doc. 117, April 23, 

1956, p. 91.)"CU^ 



r 


r' 

( 


vV. « 


YOUNG SOCIALIST LEAGUE (VS L) 

The March 1, 1954, issue of the "Young Socialist 
Challenge," published as page three of "Labor Action," 
an official publication of the Independent Socialist 
League (ISL), contained an article concerning the 
creation cf the YSL, which pointed out that at a ugity 
conference occurring February 12-14, 1904, at Laboi Action 
Hall, New York, New York, a merger occurred between the 
Young People's Socialist *eaguc (YPSL) and the Socialist 
Youth League (SYL). The . ew organization was named the 
YSL. T _ 


A confidential informant cn June 15, 1954, made 
available the minutes of the YSL's National Action Committee 
meeting of Au*'il 13, 1954, which reflected that one S. 
S1TEMAN. " Chairman of S*' (Sorielist Party) Youth Committee,", 
had objected to a statement ai pearinc in "Commerce," a 
: 'fork University jourral, which indicated that the YPSL 
merged with the SYL to form the YSL* He explained that 
the YPSL did not merge with anyone, that it continued to 
exist as the youth section of the socialist Party. He 
explained that a small group of the YPSL was dropped, 
expelled, or suspended from that organization and joined 
the SYL, which he characterized as the youth group of the 
"Trotskyite ISL." He explained that after these few former 
members of the YPSL joined the SYL, the SYL thei paoceeded 
to change its name for its own purposes.^- ' 

On April 9, 1956, another confidential informant 

advised as follows: C L) ^ 

•< 

The YSL has frequently worked in close sympathetic 
cooperation with the ISL toward similar objectives, although 
each major issue given mutual consideration is decided upon 
by these organizations individually. The YSL serves as an 
apprenticeship for the ISL, but ISL selection of members from 
YSL ranks is made on an individual and personal basis. In 
many instances YSL members are also members of the ISL, £0^7 





YOUNG sbft ltA LIST LEAGUE (YSL) CGNT * p. 


The Y3L and XSL utilize the same printing house in New 
York City and the Y5L publication is printed as an insert 
in "Labor Action." Frequently, lecturers before the YSL 
are I3L members, £. i.) • 1 

The September 27, 1953, issue of "Young 
Socialist Challenge," whi • h appeared as page five of 
"Labor Action," contained on undated statement from 
the National Actio-n Committee of the YSL which indicated 
that the YSL had been dissolved. The statement appeared 
under the caption "Join the Yeung Peoples Socialist League*"^ 

The YPSL is publicly knr~wr. ar- the youth 
affilia +c . ©f the Socialist Party-Social Democratic 
T'af-i ration. ' ■' 
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RE: 


BERNARD S. 

(U.S.D.C., 


LEE V. CLARENCE 11. 

d.c.) civil actio:: 


KELLEY, ET AL. 
IJUilEE'A 76-1185 


^OU’niERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
V. CLARENCE V.. KELLEY, ET AL 
CIVIL ACTION KUlTEER 76-1186 


CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
(U.S.D.C., D.C.) 


Scr L? l!/57 pul led 
U.S. District Jud 
National Archives 


from this 
f:c John Lev: 


file; under court order of 
is Snith, Jr., and sent to 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


L 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 




Deleted under exemption(s) _ 

material available for release to you. 


h 7 CO & 7<bi 


with no segregable 


□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

□ Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) _ 

___ was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); _ 

_ as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason^): 


□ For your information: 



The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 

i*± z/£A&_ 2A ^ _ 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X DELETED PAGE(S) X 
X NO DUPLICATION FEE v 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
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nr' pf^naph ^ iff v. ChA£El\CE I!* KELLEY $ AL» 

RL! (gVs^D. c!; M.)cm actio:: mnu 76-uss 

^OUThERIi CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
V. CLARENCE K. EELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION KUAEER 76-1186 

Serial 1755 Trailed from this file under court order of 
u!s. District Judc-e John Levis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 
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BERNARD S. 
(U.S.D.C., 


LEE V. CLARENCE 11. KELLEY, ET AL. 
D. c, .) civil actio:: hunter 76-1185 


SOUTi! ERII C.: !R I ST I AM 

v. clarence kel 

CIVIL ACTION 11U1XE 


LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
LEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., 

;r 76-1186 


(SCLC) 
D.C.) 


Serial/”®*/ pulled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lev: is Smith, Jr,, ana sent to 
National Archives. 
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IDsT UKGENT 3-14-65 JAA 
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TO DIRECTOR -2-, ATLANTA AND LOS ANGELES 

aajlanta and los angeles via uashington - encoded/ 


FROM ..ZU YORK 
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RACIAL SITUATION - LOS ANGELES, CALIF. -RM. ^(cj 


/•/\ . • / 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 'S:r-~C. 


WT»i^ 

l 


F.D NEW YORK TDL AUGUST FOURTEEN INSTANT.tl*3 fai*) to^Oi) 


REPORTED ON AUGUST 


FOURTEEN INSTANT THAT STANLEY LEVISON RECONTACTED DORA -LNU- AND READ 


FOLLOWING PRESS RELE^SD ON BEHALF OF MARTIN LUTHER KING RE RACIAL 

SITUATION IN LOS ANGELES.. / 0 (' f m ' - 

^ not recorded 

183 AUG 24 1965 

-I KNOW THAT YOU HAVE GRIEVANCES THAT ARE HARD TO LI VE W I TH - I KN OW 
THAT* ANY NEGRO CAN REACH THE END OF HIS PATIENCE AND VAnVtO*STR tK^C 


. <■ *T 

>7 f 
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THAT ANY NEGRO CAN REACH THE END OF HIS PATIENCE AND VAN*. TO STRl^fTOUT r\ 


END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 


AND STRIKE BACK. BUT IT IS NOT COURAGE NOR MILITANCY TO STRIKIOUT ' 
BLINDLY. OUR ENEMIES HAVE ALWAYS HOPED THAT WE WOULD LOSE OUR HEADS 
AND RIOT AGAINST THE GUILTY AND INNOCENT ALIKE. THIS ENABLES THEM TO 
ARGUE TK.-.T UE HAVEN-T DECENCY OR GOOD SENSE. I SPEAK TO YOU AS ONE 
WHO HAD TO MARCH WITH OTHER NEGROES AGAINST GUNS, CLUBS, DOGS AND 
WHIPS AND WHO WON VICTORIES OVER CRUEL AND BARBAROUS SHERIFFS AND KLANS- 
KEN. UE WON VICTORIES BECAUSE UE HAD A GREATER WEAPON - DISCIPLINE, 
COOL HEADS, AND IRON DETERMINATION NOT TO PROVOKE INTO VIOLENCE. OUR 
ADVERSARIES HAVE ALWAYS KNOWN WHAT TO DO WHEN WE LOST OUR HEADS - IT 
GAVE THEM A CHANCE TO BEAT OUT HEADS. THEY HAVE NEVER KNOWN WHAT TO DO 
WHEN WE REFUSED TO BE SUCKED INTO THE TRAP OF VIOLENCE .\ £ . 

"TONIGHT THE WHOLE wCRLD IS WATCHING YOU. IF YOU WANT ALL AMERICA 
TO RESPECT YOU, IF YOU UANT THE WORLD TO KNOW THAT YOU ARE MEN, PUT 
DOWN YOUR WEAPONS AND YOUR ROCKS. GET A COMMITTEE TOGETHER TO DRAW UP 
DEMANDS. IF YOU WANT MY HELP I WILL SIT WITH YOU AND PLAN HOW TO IM¬ 
PROVE YOUR CONDITIONS.' 

"NEGROES IN THE SOUTH WERE NOT LESS OPPRESSED THAN YOU AND WE HAVE 
RUN JIM CROW FROM THOUSANDS OF PLACES WITHOUT USING A ROCK OR A BULLET. 
END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 


UE MADE MILLIONS OF WHITE AMERICANS SICK AND ASHAMED OF THEIR PRACTICES 
AND BY O’JR DISCIPLINE WON MANY TO OUR SIDE* YOU ARE HARKING YOURSELVES 


NOT THE SEGREGATIONISTS. TONIGHT IN THE SOUTH, THE SEGREGATIONIST IS 
DELIGHTED. HE HAS MADE YOU LOSE YOUR TEMPER AND FOR A FEU MOMENTS OF 


EMOTIONAL EXCITEMENT AND RELIEF YOU ARE CONDUCTING YOURSELF WITHOUT 
REASON, WITHOUT A NAME AND WITHOUT A GOAL. YOU ARE NOT AN ARMY OF NEGRO 


PEOPLE IF YOU FIGHT WITHOUT REASON. OUR PEOPLE ARE NOT RIOTERS AND ARE 
NOT LOOTERS. COME BAM OUR RANKS WHERE THERE IS ROOM FOR HONEST 


COURAGE AND MILIVANOE - WHERE REAL AND PERMANENT VICTORIES HAVE BEEN 


WON AND WILL BE WOE IN THE RIGHT WAY. 


**TKE MAN WHO COOLS OFF, WHO PUTS DOWN HIS WEAPON AND STANDS U? 

WITH on:.'.' HIS BODY IS THE MAN OF COURAGE. DON-T LET US DOWN HERE IN THE 
SOUTH. -GN-T DISCREDIT BRAVE NEGROES IN JAILS IN JOHANNESBURG. DON-T 
SB. YCGMELF BACK. YOU CAN STILL WIN A GREAT VICTORY BY HALTING THE 


FIGHTING BECAUSE THERE IS MORE HONOR AND DIGNITY IN LOOKING THE OTHER 
SIDE EG- RELY IN THE EYE AND DEMANDING YOUR RIGHTS THAN THERE IS IN 
STRUGGLING IN BLIND FURY. IN THE NAME OF BRAVE NEGROES WHO HAVE DIED 


IN THE SOUTH OVER THE PAST TEN YEARS OF BITTER STRUGGLE, I APPEAL TO * 


END PAGE THREE 
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PAGE FOUR 
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YOU TO END TM2 KO^Tl-IYIES SO THAT TOGETHER WE CAN MARCH FORUARD FOR 
REAL GAINS FOR O'ER PEOPLE EVERYWHERE."'^'- 


► 


DORA STATED SHE WOULD RELAY THE STATEMENT TO KING FOR HIS APPROVAL. 

END 

FOR RELAY 
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OPTIONAL FOftM NO. N « - , y . 

MHOI Jr 

UNITED STATES G<*^ RNMEN7 " ) 

Memorandum ALL information contained 

MPPCIM IQ IINOI AQ SIFIED 

TO : A DljRECTOR, FBI 'DA~.L : __„i>aje:_8/20/65 

/ / f ATT: FBI LABORATORY ^ . 

FROM *0 V SAC SAN FRANCISCO (9-1957) r 


sr? 

S3* ♦ 

r 


-'UNITED STATES 


subject: UNSUB; 

Governor EDMUND G. BROWN - VICTIM 
EXTORTION - RACIAL MATTERS 
(00: Los Angeles) / 


\ A 


486603 


Remytel to Bureau and - Los Angu 1 e/65 and 
reBulel 8/19/65. 


Enclosed to the Bureau is the original and 1 copy 
of postcard postmarked Los Angeles, Calif., PM, Aug. 17, 

1965, and addressed to "Governor Brown, Sacramento, Calif.", 
which reads, "L.A., Cal., Dear Sir: King will be shot!!! even 
by one of his so as to create greater havoc. Remember you 
fo s pw i e - been told!" 

It is requested the handwriting be compared with 
that in the Anonymous Letter File and Los Angeles advised 
of the results. 

Also enclosed for the Bureau are original and 6 copies 
of a letterhead memorandum suitable for dissemination. One copy 
of this letterhead has been furnished locally to Secret Service. 

Enclosed for Los Angeles is a copy of the letterhead 
memorandum and 2 copies of above-quoted postcard. 

Enclosed for Atlanta is one copy of the letterhead 
memorandum. 
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Bureau (Ends. ..9 HAM REGISTERED) 
(1 - 100-106670) 

2 - Los Angeles (Ends. 3) 
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In Reply* PUau Rtjrr to 


O 


UNIT'. ) STATES DEPARTMENT OF .USTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

San Francisco, California 
August 20, 1965 


UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 

Governor EDMUND G. BROWN, 
California - VICTIM 


Information was received on August 18, 1965, from 
John Mclnerney, Governor's Office, Sacramento, California, 
to the effect that an anonymous postcard was received on the 
morning of August 18, 1965, addressed to Governor Edmund G. 
Brown marked "Urgent." This card was postmarked at Los 
Angeles, California, during the afternoon hours of August 17, 
1965. It stated, "Dear Sir, King will be shot!l! even by one 
• of his so as to create greater havoc. Remember you have been 
told!" 


UrnriM in i lAlNcD 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE—fi 

It0~> 6 


This document contains neither^recommendaxions nor conclusions of 
the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your 
agency. ' /> 

ENCLOSURE 


' M 





if f ~ ^ 7 & 

' . • . ENCLOSUBfi 




PD-36 fR«v. 5>-22*6<) 


Transmit the following in 


AIRTEL 


Date: 8/19/&5 

n_ 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

___ AIR MAIL - REGISTERED ^ 

~ (Priority} 7J 

- 4^ : 

DIRECTOR, FBI (IOO-IO667O) ' 

SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-57229) (P) 

MARTIN LUTHE^ KING, JR. 

" - » 

00: ATLANTA V 


‘ f r v 

V 1 « 


Re Los Angeles teletypes to the Director and 
Atlanta dated 8A7/65 and 8A8/65 




Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are eight (8) 
ies of a letterhead memorandum with two copies for Atlanta 



I f 


LOS ANGELES [f' V I 

AT LOS ANGELES. CM^IFORNIA : Will follow and report^ 
pertinent activities of KENti while in Los Angeles and report 
his departure and destination. REG Aw 4 , A / / '1 a 

f (i.. 

? - Atlanta (Enc. 2 (RM) (IOO-5586) 

J* Angers , 4 «UQ 80 fe 

EAP:dek 1« * „ r. mx . 

SOS JRB AGENCY: :‘AC8 I. ONJ, OSIjSEC. SER.f— —— ' 

DEPT; &D, CRD, ftAOt 


P M ! ^ 

V 1 


HOW FOBW: 


Special Agent in Charg 
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I STATUS DKFAKTMENT «>K JISTICE 

FEDERAL Ht'REAL OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer In 
Pile A©. 


Los Angeles, California 
August 19, 1965 


T-Uit? ILitNTIAf* 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR> 
SECURITY MATTER - C 



A source, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, advised on August 17, 1965, that King and party 
arrived at International Airport, Los Angeles, shortly after 
1:00 p.m, on August 17, 1965, by National Airlines, flight 4l. 
King was met by a security guard of several uniformed officers 
of the Los Angeles Police Department (LAFD), plain-clothesmen 
of the LAPD and airport guards, in addition to a large number 
of reporters, photographers and representatives of news media. 


King held a press conference at the airport immediately 
after his arrival. A press release was distributed prior to 
the question and answer portion of the conference. In the press 
release King stressed the necessity for nonviolence in settling 
Negro problems and stated that it is the job of "all Americans 
to right the wrong from which such violence springs." He 
called for responsibility from both Negroes and Caucasians. 

The release stated that criminal responses are "environmental". 
The release stated that he had come to Los Angeles at the 
request of individuals and organizations, who were not 
identified by name, and that he had come to support "responsible" 
Negroes. The release listed a five point program which included 
ministering to thousands of Negroes innocent of any wrongdoing 
who have lost their homes and jobs and to pledge the support 
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) to 
morally and financially assist these people; to visit Negroes 
in prison in an attempt to find ways in which they can help 
repair the damage done and attempt to redeem themselves; to 
maintain contact and communication with the white community 
and work out programs to prevent future disturbances of this 
serious nature; to confer with local government leaders if 
they so desire in an effort to try and eliminate problems 
that lead to rioting and to present his own ideas for 
immediate and long range action for consideration of local 
civic and political leaders. 










MARTIN LUTHER KING 
SECURITY MATTER - 
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Source advised that during the question and answer 
portion of the press conference King was asked to give an 
evaluation of the rioting in Los Angeles and he stated that 
as yet he had not formed an accurate evaluation of the causes. 
When asked if he would meet with Chief of Police Parker, 

King gave no direct answer to the question. 

Neither in the prepared release nor in the question 
and answer session was any reference made to Viet Nam. 

The "Herald Examiner 1 ’, a daily metropolitan 
Los Angeles newspaper, for August 17, 1965, section A, page 3, 
carried an article captioned *Dr. King Here to Wring Good From 
Evil". The article concerned the press conference King held 
at International Airport following his arrival and quoted him 
as stating that he had "come to listen" and that he would make 
no Judgments until he had met with Negro and white leaders and 
visited the strife tom Watts area. He described the rioting 
as a "blind, misguideu revolt against society and authority". 
King praised the leadership in the Negro community and named 
responsible Negro leaders in Los Angeles as the Reverend H. H. 
Brookins, head of the United Civil Rights Committee, Thomas 
Kilgore, Western Division Director for the SCLC, and Norman B. 

-•Houston, NAACP leader, all of Los Angeles. 

The "Los Angeles Times", a daily metropolitan 
Los Angeles newspaper, for August 18, 1965, part 1, page 3, 
carried an article entitled "Dr. King Arrives Here to Study 
Riot Problems". The article quoted King, in referring to the 
Los Angeles riots, as stating, "This has been an evil situation. 
King stated that he definitely would tour the scene of the 
riots and hoped to visit the Jails and "minister to those 
involved in the rioting". The article further states, "The 
Hegro leader, whose visit was called untimely Monday by Governor 
Brown, said he came here at the invitation of a number of 
concerned individuals and major organizations." The article 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING. JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - C 



mmmmm further that King ^ ^) 

and his party were scheduled to visit the Watts area of 
Los Angeles where the rioting centered. 

The "Los Angeles Times" final edition for August 19, 
1965, carried an article captioned "Dr. King Hears Watts 
Protests Over Heckling". The article stated that there was 
some heckling when King spoke to a crowd in the devastated 
Watts business district but that most of the 500 persons 
present treated the civil rights leader with "affection and 
respect". King was quoted as stating that he would do all in 
his power to §et Parker and Yorty (Chief of Police Parker and 
Mayor-Yorty) to come out to Watts and listen to your problems. 

The article further stated that King had met with 
Governor Brown later in the day and that in the meeting he 
urged Brown to support a police civilian review board in 
Los Angeles and to push for release of Federal anti-poverty 
funds and to visit the Watts area. 


The article further stated that King said that most 
of the people he talked to wanted Parker removed but Governor 
Brown defended Parker and refused to consider his removal. 


The same article stated that King mentioned he had 
had a "lengthy off the record conference" with Otis-Chandler, 
publisher of the "Los Angeles Times", which King described as 
™very fruitful" but declined to divulge any details of their 
conversation. 


At a television news broadcast on TV channel 7, KABC, 
Los Angeles, at 11:00 p.m. on August 18, 19^5, a film was shown 
of a joint interview with California Governor Edmund G-r"0rown 
and Martin Luther King concerning the Los Angeles riots. King 
stated that the underlying cause of the riots was the 
deprivation in the Watts area. He further stated that he had 
spoken with numerous Los Angeles Negro leaders who expressed 
the feeling that Chief of Police William H,---Parker is 
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Insensitive to the needs of the Negro community. King further 
stated that Negro leaders in Los Angeles are desirous of a 
police review board. Governor Brown indicated that he was 
against such a review board and further that he absolutely does 
not support the removal of Chief Parker. 

In "The Saturday Evening Post" issue of 
July 11-18, 1964, page 76, Bayard Rustin is the 
subject of ft feature article captioned: "The Lone 
Wolf of Civil Rights". In it, Rustin is said to 
have come to New York in 1938, as an organizer 
for the Young Communist League (YCL), and as 
such, he had the Job of recruiting students for 
the "Party". Furthermore, the article reports 
that during his first years in New York. Rustin 
gave most of his earnings to the "Party". He 
reportedly left the "Party" in 19^1, the article 
states. 


The YCL has been designated pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450- 

The "Daily Worker", February 11, 1957, 
page 1, column 2, reported that Bayard Rustin, 

Executive Secretary, War Resisters League, was an 
observer at the l6th National Convention of the 
Communist Party, United States of America (CP, USA), 
held in New York City, on February 9-12, 1957- 

The "Daily Worker" was an East Coast 
Communist publication until it ceased publication 
on January 33, 1958. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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LEE V. 'CIAi'EKCE II. 

n.c.) civil actio.: 


KELLEY, ET AL. 
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SOUu’ERi 3 CiliUSTIAM 
V. CLAKEECE K. KEL 
CIVIL ACT1OH MU1.EE 


LEADERSHIP 
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COMFEPEKCE (SCLC) 
(U.S.D.C., D.C.) 


.al'** 2 ' 


Serial.' ^pvllr.d 
U.S. District Jud 
National Ar cl lives 


froia this file under court order of 
e John Lev;is Smith, Jr., and sent to 




RE: 


BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE !!. ,^5 

(U.S.D.C., D.C.) CIVIL ACTIO.; 76-1)85 

SOOTHES!) CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP .CONFERENCE (SCI1.0 
V. CLARENCE K. SELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
r.TVTi. ACTIO:'! WUiZER 76-1186 


Serial >7St pulled fron this file under court ordor^of 
D.S. District Jud^e Joan Lo’vis Srru.th, Jr. f an - k - 
National Archives. 




RE: 


rrr\ARl) S TEE V. CLARENCE 1!. KELLEY, ETAL. 

“d'c!; dx.) civil actio:: husk 76-1185 

SOUTIICH! CHRISTIAN LEADE.'.SHIP CONFEREi!CE_(Sa C) 

V. CLARICE K. a.l», 2T.AL (O.S.D.C., D.C.) 


CIVIL ACT1OK KUIXEK 76-1186 

c rjv1n i /ICr, willed Iron this file under court order of 
Sts: OisYrTt Judso John Lev; is Smith, Jr., and senL to 
National Archives. 
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re* BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C., D.C.) CIVIL ACTION UUc^, 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 

V. CLARENCE V„ KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION KUiTEER 76-1186 

Serial^ pullarf froa this fll.; unjl.r court orcler 
U.S. District Juc^c Joan Levris Smith, Jr., an * -* 

National Archives. 
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Date: 8/19/65 


Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 


(Type in plaintext or code) 




Via 


(Priority) 
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It is noted that referenced Atlanta teletype advised', 
that Reverend KING would remain in Los Angeles and would not 
keep his commitment to speak in Montreat. N. C., on evening 

X 8/,s/b ;^ gty j 


i 




TO^ DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 

SAC, CHARLOTTE (IOO-IOO 75 ) 

Sng, 


MARTIN LUTHER 
SM - C 


JR • 



Re Charlotte airtel to Director, 8 / 17 / 65 , enclosing 
LHM and Atlanta teletype to Director, 8/18/65, concerning 
King's scheduled appearance Montreat, N. C., 8/19/65. J -a 




IV 



Mot 

"advised SAj 
official noi 


on 


Ration, Montreat, N. C., 
that her office had received 
fat Reverend Martin Luther King, 


l 




Jr., had postponed his speech scheduled for Montreat, N. C., 
8 / 19 / 65 * but may speak at a later time during current conference 
which ends Sunday, 8/22/65. 




The Asheville Citizen , a daily Asheville, N. C,, 
newspaper, in its issue oi 0 / 19 / 65 , contained an article 
confirming that Dr. King would not appear in Montreat and the 
article stated that Dr. GAYRAUD S. WIIMORE, JR., New York City, 
who is executive director. Committee on Religion and Race, 

United Presbyterian Church, USA, will fly from Los Angeles 
to Montreat, 8 / 19 / 65 , and will speak that evening on the 
situation in Los Angeles. 

( 3 - (m) mm M-/H( h - //// 

¥ - Atlanta (100-5586) (RM) -— -U\l 0 

2 - Charlotte 

3 AUG 20 1965 

RLK:Irf I L 

(7) ' 
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Sent 
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cial Agent in Charge 
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Transmit the following in 


Via 
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Date: 



(Type in plaintext or code) 

-i 


(Priority ) j 

_ L 


CE 100-10075 


Local police authorities cognizant. 

Bureau and Atlanta will be kept advised of 
developments and Atlanta requested to furnish Charlotte any 
information received in connection with Dr. KING'S possible 
appearance at Montreat, N. C,, during current conference 
which ends 8/22/65. 


Approved: _ Sent 

Special Agent in Charge 


M Per 
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COMMUNICATIONS SECTION, 


FBI WASH DC 


AUG 2 C 1965 
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Sn. 1 

«j. <X _ 


TELETYPE 


FBI CHARLT 


5441 PH EST URGENT 8-20-65 BSH 


ECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 


OH SAC, CHARLOTTE (100-10075) 




AJL*/ 


Mi. <x _ 

Mr. Canshan_ 

JMr, C\:nad_ 

! Mi. Fell_ 

i Mr. Gll_ 

Mi. k.aiL. V' / 

Mr. Tr.filer _ 

1 e! >fcoon_ 

Mis* iulmcL_ 

i-U G^ridg 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. SH-C. 


RE ATLANTA TELETYPE, AUG. TWENTY, INSTANT 



b7lBJ 


ADVISED HE HAD RECEIVED INFORMATION 


THAT SUBJECT IS TO APPEAR AT HQNTREAT AT TWO^PjLOfl 


AUG. TWENTYO NE , NEXT. MILITARY INTELLIGENCE, SECRET S ERVICE 
AND STATE AND LOCAL AUTHORITY ADVISED. 


COPY TO ATLANTA BY AM. 


END,-~ 


* 'LLD 


FBI WAS)! DC 
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3 AUG 23 Wf* 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETE0 PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 



Deleted under exemption(s) _ 
material available for release to you. 


MX 


with no segregable 


CD Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

CD Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) _ 

___ was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); _ 

_ as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


CD For your information: 



The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 

/6D~ £7 7£ - /'/'/£> _ 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
X DELETED PAGE(S) * 
X NO DUPLICATION FEE \ 

XXXXXX X FOR THIS PAGE X 

XXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

xxxxxx 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATEKLfcf_BY 


r 
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<rent 


| Mr. T''Hoti__ 

• Mr. Vnnnt_ 

j Mr. V *’r _. 

| M:. ] V* h __ 
! 'W. C :v ( 

: l Mr. in . _ 

• Mr. C; T ira J 

Mr. Fdt _ 

•”r. 

Icie. Kootn 
M:ss H^lmcs_ 
Miss flanrfry 
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FBI OKLACITY 

3AJ*M CST URGENT 8-21-65 MXP 
tO DIRECTOR /100-106670/ AND ATLANTA 
FROM OKLAHOMA CITY /100-7259/ 2P 

MARTIN LUTHEffilNG, JR. SM - C. 


AMERICAN AIRLINES RESERVATION OFFICE, DALLAS, TEXAS 
ADVISED ANONYMOUS CALL RECEIVED SHORTLY PRIOR TO TWO PM THIS 
DATE FROM OKLAHOMA CITY. MALE INDIVIDUAL INQUIRED AS TO WHEN 
FLIGHT FROM BIRMINGHAM WOULD ARRIVE IN OKLAHOMA CITY THIS DATE. 

CALLER WAS ADVISED BRANIFF FLIGHT NINE EIGHT TWO WOULD ARRIVE 
OKLAHOMA CITY AT FOUR EIGHTEEN PM AUGUST TWENTYONE , INSTANT. 

CALLER THEN STATED MARTIN LUTHER KING IS COMING TO OKLAHOMA 
CITY FROM BIRMINGHAM, REFERRED TO KING AS "NIGGER" AND STATED 

I 

"I AM GOING TO GET HIM." CALLER REQUESTED RESERVATION CLERK TO 
FORGET HIS CALL AND HUN6 UP TELEPHONE. 

INQUIRY AIRLINES, OKLAHOMA CITY, REFLECTS ONLY TWO FLIGHTS 
THIS DATE ARRIVING OKLAHOMA CITY FROM BIRMINGHAM—BRANIFF 

“»hw-tW 


FLIGHT NINE EIGHT TWO ARRIVING FOUR EIGHTEEN PM AND BRANIFf 
FLIGHT ONE FIVE TWO ARRIVING FOUR ZERO ONE itfofrKi ALS 



k- 


BRANIFF AIRLINES, OKLAHOMA. CWY , ^I^Ep-CHgW^SF PASSENGER 
LISTS ON THESE TWO FLIGHTS FAILED JO REFLECT KING Afi^ASSENGER 
r, END PAGE ONE , , _/\ •' “ 

; h 1 A 


Et ' 


•• - /i-itt r r-**zrj*.* \ *u«f ■ v; -frr ^ v**-.-* •" 





PAGE TWO 


v • 



C 


V > 


1 


NO INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO OKLAHOMA CITY INDICATING MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR., IS SCHEDULED TO BE IN OKLAHOMA CITY. 

OKLAHOMA CITY PD HAS BEEN ADVISED OF ABOVE THREAT AND 
SA*S OF THIS OFFICE WILL OBSERVE ARRIVAL OF ABOVE TWO BRANIFF 
FLIGHTS . 

BUREAU AND ATLANTA WILL BE ADVISED IN THE EVENT KING DOES 
ARRIVE OKLAHOMA CITY. 

NO ADDITIONAL ACTION CONTEMPLATED BY THIS OFFICE. LETTERHEAD 
MEMO FOLLOWS. 

END AND ACK PLS 

WA OHS 

FBI WASH DC 

AT CJS 

FBI ATLANTA 

DIS 
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indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) _ 

material available for release to you. 
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with no segregable 


information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 

Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies)_ 

___ was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); _ 

_as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


For your information: 


The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 

xso - 2A - _ 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
X DELETED PAGE(S) \ 
$N0 DUPLICATION FEE x 
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GA PLS ^ 


332 PM PDT URGENT 6-20-65 PLS 


TO DIRECT 


TSX3L 




■neshga.— 

.m 


AUG 2 0196b fC/ 

teletype 


ATLANTA 

/ 

FROM LOS ANGELES (100-57229) 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. SM -C. 


'/i 


M. _ 

Mr Bs*. .-r.pt _ I 

Mr .V hr_! 

Mi t 

Mr. U*p*r._• 

Mr. _ * 

Mr. Conrad_j 

Mr. Fait__ 

Mr. Gnle - | 

Mr. BoseiL_ZI2jr> 
Mr. 

Mr. Tnvel -/} j 

Mr. Trotter_ I 

Tele. Room_ f 

Miss « 

Miaa Gandy j 


RE LOS ANGELES TELETYPE AUGUST NINETEEN LAST. 

KING DEPARTED LOS ANGELES TODAY, THREE ZERO FIVE PJ^K 
DaTA FLIGHT EIGHT ZERO FOUR TO ARRIVE ATLANTA, NINE FI FT YT WO 


PM THIS DATE. 

LHM FOLLOWS. 


WA LLD 
FBI WASH DC 

FBI ATLANYXXX QLANTARDS 
FBI ATLANTA 


.... . ,' u 
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FD-36 (R*v. 5-22-60 


Transmit the following in 


AIRTEL 


Date: 8/20/65 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIR MAIL - REGISTERED 


(Priority) 


Ji I* 


«nRECTOR, 
SAC, SAffl 


(100-106670) 
FRANCISCO (100-52821) 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


Mr. Tol«m— 
Mr. BelmontL- 
Mt. Mohr — 
Mr. Do Loach 
Mr. Casper 
Mr. Caliaran 
Mr. Conrad 

Mr. Felt_ 

MdT Gale- 


''ll 


lbCO d 

of affidavit by PRUSSION and many copies have been received from 
all over the country. He is a former San Francisco informant 
who has become a professional anti-communist^j^ 

Chicago need taJce no action. 


100-53902)(CIRM) 


. CONFIDENTIAL 

Approved: Jl\ _ Sent_M Per 

51AUG27l9Ey , ' ;,, ‘ , ' Ch0 ’ ,e 




*•- -t 








4-750 (2-7-79) 


o 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


Ji 



□ 

□ 

□ 


□ 

* 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


c 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
F01PA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
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with no segregate 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


Information pertained only to a third party* Your name is listed in the title only. 


Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies)_ 

__ _ was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); - 

_as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 
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For your information: 
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EST 8-21-65 URGENT RLF 
DIRECTOR UOO-106670) AND ATLANTA <100-5586) 
CHARLOTTE (100-10075) 

h 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. SM DASH C. 



tin) ■ 

RE CHARLOTTE TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR AUGUST TWENT 
SO ASHEVILLE, N .C . ADVISED KING ARRIVED ASHEVILLE, N .C. AIRPORT APPROX 
IMATELY ONE P .M /to^AY ON CESSNA THREE ONE ZERO AIRCRAFT NUMBER 
TWO NINE ONE FIVE R, CHARTERED FROM AIRCRAFT CHARTE, INC., 

ATLANTA, GA . KING APPEARED AS SPEAKER BEFORE PRESBYTER IAN 
CHRISTIAN ACTION CONFERENCE AT MO NTREAT, N.C., FROM TWO P J* . TO 


THREE THIRTY P .M. AND LEFT ASHEVIU. E , N X ., 

AIRPORT FIVE TEN P.M. TODAY FOR ATLANTA. TRIP AND SPEECH OCCURRED 
WITHOUT INCIDENT. 


LHM FOLLOWS. 

END . 

WA . . .ALS 
FBI WASH DC 
AT . . .ARK 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-438794) 
SAC, BIRMINGHAM (157-115)(P) 


JBJECT: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE (SCLC) 

IS - C r 


" f*r ’T • T r~T) 






J Eo-ytei, 8-13-65. 

I I Enclosed for the ftiremu are eight copies of letterhead 

^memorandum. Two copies of LHM are enclosed to Atlanta, seven 
<copies to New York, and one copy each to all other offices re¬ 
ceiving copies of this communication. 


rS) Bureau (100-438794) (Enc. 8) (Rl(£> 

(U)- 100-106670) (MAHTULLUTHER KING) 
2 - Atlanta (100-4486)(Enc. 2)^RS)—I~*- 
(1 - 100-5718)(COMINFIL SCLC) 1 - 
1 - Baltimore (Info)(Enc. 1) (RM) 1 - 

1 - Cincinnati (Info)Enc. 1) (RM) 7 - 

1 - Cleveland (Info)(Enc. 1) (RM) 

1 - Charlotte (Info)(Enc. 1) (RM) 

1 - Dallas (Info)(Enc. 1) (RM) 

1 - Detroit (Info)(Enc. 1) (RM) 

1 - Jackson (Info)(Enc. 1) (RM) 

1 - Jacksonville (Info)(Enc.1)(RM) 

1 - Knoxville (Info)(Enc. 1) (RM) 

1 - Little Rock (Info)(Enc. 1)(RM) 3 - 

1 - Louisville (Info)(Enc. 1) (RM) 

1 - Memphis (Info)(Enc. 1) (RM) 

1 - Mobile (Info)(Enc. 1) (RM) 

1 - Miami (Info)(Enc. 1) (RM) 

1 - New Orleans (Info)(Enc. 1)(RM) 

1 - New Haven (Info)(Enc. 1)(RM) 

1 - Newark (Info)(Enc. 1)(RM) 


Richmond (Info)(Enc.1)RM 
Savannah (info)(Enc.1)RM 
WFO (Info)(Enc. 1) RM 
New York (Enc. 7) RM 
(1 - 100-46729) 

(1 - 100-73250) 

(1 - 100-111180) 

(1 - 100-136585) 

(1 - 100-148289) 

(1 - 100-153735) 

(1 - 100-149194) 
Birmingham 
(2 - 157-115 


to) 


CBS: has .or 

06 ) 

66 AUG 3 1,385 


/0 d' /t { - ? '■ 

NOT RECORDED** 
13G AUG 27 1965 
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Approved: 


M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 





BH 157-115 


bUiyjOl IIAL 


This letterhead memorandum has been disseminated 
locally to Military Intelligence Agencies and U. 8. Secret 
Service, Birmingham. 
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in Reply, riMM Reft 
FUe N*. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1400 - 2121 Building 
Birmingham, Alabama** 

August 17, 1965 


V* 



COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF 
THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE(SCLC) 




as folloirs: 

The SCLC held a mass meeting at the Birmingham 
City Auditorium at 8:00 P.M., August 12, 1965, without 
Incident. Approximately 3,500 people were in attendance 
and about $17,000.00 collection was taken in. Reverend 
Martin Luther King made a short speech at the end of the 
meeting• Be was forced to cut his speech short due to 
the lateness of the hour as people began walking out. The 
only topic he discussed was the war in Viet Nam. He stated 
the United States Government should negotiate a peace; that 
war is evil. King said he had been advised to leave the 
war to experts, but he is not going to follow this advice. 

He mentioned the Bay of Pigs and two current books con¬ 
cerning the late President Kennedy, stating that Kennedy 
regretted he depended so much on experts. Reverend King 
stated that new diplomatic machinery should be created to 
negotiate a peace. 

The meeting adjourned at approximately 11:45 P.M., 
CST. No prayer vigil or night march was held and the crowd 
dispersed peacefully. 

The "Birmingham Post-Herald" for Friday, August 13, 
1965, carried a story on page 7 entitled "500 Stage March Here 
This article is set out as follows: 
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RE: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF 
THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 


"Approximately 500 whites and Negroes, almost 
all delegates to the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC), demonstrated yesterday in pro¬ 
test of alleged unfair hiring practices by the 
Birmlngham-Jefferson County personnel board, 

"The group, which had obtained a parade permit, 
left the L. R. Hall Building and walked to the City 
Hall and then to the Courthouse. 



"The demonstrators prayed in front of City Hall 
and then heard a speech at the Courthouse. 

"After the speech, they sang *We Shall Overcome,* 
and then walked back to the L. R. Hall building for 
some workshops." 



Reverend Ralph Abernathy stated that the SCLC 
Board Members are concerned about recovering some $50,000 
to $100,000 in bond money which was put up by SCLC in 
Birmingham in 1963. Rev. Aber nathy commented on August 13, 

1965, that a man by the name of Stanle y Lev IsohT~amonK- 

others, jserved on a committee during-this. SCL C con vention 
to check' the'financial records of SCLC for the past fiscal 
year.-j^^ 
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RE:' COMMUNIST'INFILTRATION OF 
THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 



On the night of August 11, 1965# Andrew Young, 
Official of the SCLC, presented Bayard Rustln to the SCLC 
at the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church. Reverend Young 
described him as the "Senior Civil Rights Worker" in the 
United States. 


On August 12, 1965# FBI Agents observed Harry H. 
Wachtel in the lobby of the Thomas Jefferson Hotel at about 
2:30 P.M. He was standing by the registration desk when a 
party, including Dr. Martin Luther King and a woman, later 
ascertained to be Mrs. King, came in. Wachtel greeted the 
Kings and then engaged in conversation with Dr. King. 
Wachtel returned to two unidentified Negro men, who were 
standing nearby, at which time he turned and gestured to 
Rev. King, stating "Will you be available at 8:00 tomorrow 
morning?", at which time Rev. King said, "8:00 tomorrow 
morning will be fine." 



Lawrence 


fivPwW 


D. Reddick spo™ attn^^W^TTonvention on t fie nigh^of 
the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church. mK/j 
Dr. Reddick Introduced United Nations Ambas: 
from Nigeria, who made the principal speech 
Adebo spoke on the "black revolution." 
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RE: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION ’’F 
THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 


In "The Saturdr* Evening Post' Issue of July Il¬ 
ls, 1964, page 76, Bayard Austin is the bject of a feature 
article captioned, "The Lone Wolf of Ci'ii Rights." In it, 
Rustln is said to have come to New Tori in 1938 as an 
organizer for the Young Communist League (YCL) and, as 
such, he had the job of recruiting students for the "Party". 
Furthermore, the article reports that during his first 
years In New York, Rustln gave most of his earnings to 
the "Party". He reportedly left the "Party" in 1941, 
the article states. 


The YCL has been designated pursuant to Executive ? 

Order 10450. 


The "Daily Worker", February 11, 1957, page one, 
column 2, reported that Bayard Rustln, Executive Secretary, 
War Resisters League, was an observer at the 1 6th National 
Convention of the Communist Party, United Si •» < * of America 
(CP, USA), held in New York City 1 on February 9-12, 1957. 


The "Daily Worker" was an East Coast Communist 
publication until it ceased publication on January 13, 1958. 




w) 


_ >» vaat bayara tcustm contacted Benjamin 

Javis on those dates and sought his advice as to how he 
could escape from a speaking engagement to which he was 
committed. On the latter contact, Davis told Rustln he 
was working on his request and had contacted friends who 
had contacts with the group to which Rustln was to speak.* 
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RE: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF 
THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 


"The New York Times", August 24, 1964, page 27, 
column 4, reports that Benjamin J. Davis, National Secretary, 
CP, USA, died in New York City on the night of August 22, 
1964. 


Harry Wachtel is the Executive Vice President of 
the Gandhi Society for Human Rights, 15 East 40th Street, 
New York, New York. He resides at 29 Split Rock Drive, 
Kings Point, Long Island, New York. 



A characterization of the National Lawyers Guild 
is attached hereto. 



With respect to the Gandhi Society for Human 
Rights, it is to be noted that this organization is an 
adjunct of the SCLC, of which Martin Luther King, Jr., 
is the president and serves to raise funds for the SCLC. 


Lawrence Dtiifbar Reddick is a professor at Coppin 
State College, Baltimore, Maryland, and currently resides 
in Baltimore. On September 17, 1943, a confidential source 
advised she had learned that Dr. Reddick, who was then 
Director of the Schomburg Library, 103 Vest 135th Street, 
New York City, was one of the most Important unpublicized 
members of the Communist Party. 
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicat'd, explain this deletion. 



Delet'd under exemption(s) __ 

material available for release to you. 




with no segregable 


CD Information pertained onlv to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 

CD Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

CD Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies)_ .. __ 

__ was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); ... . .. 

_as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reasons): 
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NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD 


The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications," revised and published as of December 1, 

1961, prepared and released by the Committee on Un- 
American Activities, United States House of Representatives, 
Washington, D.C., contains the following concerning the 
National Lawyers Guild: 

"National Lawyers Guild: 

"1. Cited as a Communist front. 

(Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities, House Report 1311 on the 
CIO Political Action Committee, 

March 29, 1944, p. 149.) 

"2. Cited as a Communist front which *is 
the foremost legal bulwark of the 
Communist Party, its front organizations, 
and controlled unions' and which 'since 
its inception has never failed to rally 
to the legal defense of the Communist 
Party and individual members thereof, 
including known espionage agents.* 

(Committee on Un-American Activities, 

House Report 3123 on the National Lawyers 
Guild, September 21, 1950, originally 
related September 17, 1950.) 

"3. *To defend the cases of Communist law¬ 
breakers, fronts have been devised making 
special appeals in behalf of civil liberties 
and reaching out far beyond the confines 
of the Communist Party itself. Among these 
organizations are the * * * National 
Lawyers Guild. ' When the Communist Party 
itself is under fire, these offer a bulwark 
of protection.* (Internal Security Sub¬ 
committee of the Senate Judiciary Committee, 
Handbook for Americans, S. Doc. 117, April 23, 
1956, p. 91.)" 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Birmingham, Alabama 
August 17, 1965 


Title: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF 

THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 


Character: INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

Reference: Letterhead Memorandum dated 

August 17, 1965, at Birmingham, 
Alabama. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished 
reliable information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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AEFBI WASH DC 


FBI LOS ANG. 

159 AIT URGENT 8“ 19-65 DLE 


ClCfiv. i 

T Jg 







: Or. O ; % cr_ 

; Mr. C: - :.’.ian_ 

j Mr. On rad __ 

Mr. VMt_ 

! Mr. Ode V' 

i ^y\ 

! Vr. i . . V n’T— I 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

IO» LOS anoeles < m-iooo^npr; !S UR&ASSiFiED 

B¥5 feUfe3LU l 

RACIAL RIOT, ONE HUNDRED SIXTEENTH AND AVALON BLVD., 

LOS ANGELES, AUGUST ELEVEN LAST. HE, ^ 


REHYTEL AUGUST EIGHTEEN LAST. 

AT ELEVEN PH AUGUST EIGHTEEN LAST, TV NEWS BROADCAST 

CHANNEL SEVEN, -fartS, GOVERNOR EDMUND G. BROWN AND MARTIN LUTHE 

'} LoS 



KING GAVE JOINT INTERVIEW ON CT RIOT. KN£G STATED ECONOMIC 

DEPRIVATION IN WATTS AREA WAS UNDERLYING CAUSE OF RIOT. HE STATED 1 

loi u 

HE HAD SPOKEN WITH NUMEROUS fcft NEGRO LEADERS WHO EXPRESSED THE FEEDING 

CHIEF WILLIAM H. PARKER IS INSENSITIVE TO THE NEEDS OF NEGRO — t 

COMMUNITY. KING STATED NEGRO LEADERS DESIRE POLICE REVIEW BOARD. 

GOVERNOR BROWNtNDICATED HE IS AGAINST SUCH A BOARD. BROWN^gTATg D^ / 

HE ABSOLUTELY DOES NOT SUPPORT THE REMOVAL OF CHIEF PARKER, 

FULL DETAILS BEING OBTAINED. Bffl FOLLOWS. 


END 

WA...HFL 
FBI WASH DC 
TUP 


I'M V. 






r - lci :.: f jr,T tor the director 
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FBI NEV YORK 


i ♦ ( 


u 


r 


10-37 PM URGENT 8-14-65 JCN 
TC) DIRECTOR -7- J ATLANTA, LOS ANGLES, AND SAN JUAN 

\TLANTA, LOS ANGELES, AND SAN JUAN VIA WASHINGTON - ENCODED 
FROM NEW YORK 


DECLASSIFIED BY 

OK \^- \q-VO ’ 

b 

RACIAL SITUATION - LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA RM 

FILES#* BUREAU 100-106670, ATLANTA 100-5586, AND NEW YORK 
100-136585. 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


SM-C. 




r 
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RE NEW YORK TELETYPE TO BUREAUAUGUST FOURTEEN, SIXTYFIVE. 

that during 

AFTERNOON AUGUST FOURTEEN, SIXTYFIVE, MARTIN LUTHER KING , JR. CONTACTED 
BAYARD RUSTIN IN YORK CITY. KING ADVISED THAT HE WAS AT THE AIRPORT 
/DID NOT GIVE NAME OR LOCATION/ WAITING TO BOARD A FLIGHT FOR SAN JUAN, 
PUERTO RICO, /WHICH DEPARTED AROUND TWO PM/ WHERE HE IS GOING TO DELIVER 
A SPEECH AND REMAIN UNTIL MONDAY/^UGUST SIXTEEN, SIXTYFIVE/KING SI^D HE 
THOUGHT HE WOULD HE WOULD MAKE A STATEMENT TO THE PRESS ON THE LOS 
ANGELES RIOTS UPON HIS ARRIVAL AT SAN JUAN AIRPORT AND WANTED RUSTINS 
OPINION ON THIS MATTER. ‘AFTER' SOME' DISCUSSION RUSTIN STATED THAT HE 
FELT KING-S STATEMENTS SHOULD MAKE THE FOLLOWIN G POD 


ex: 


'AGE ONE 
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ORICIINAL FILED IN 
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PAGE TWO 

ONE. THAT VE DEPLORE RESORTING TO VIOLENCE., NO MATTER WHO IS 
ENGAGED IN VIOLENCE IT IS WRONG AND SOCIALLY DISTRUCTIVE. 

TWO. THAT WHILE WE DEPLORE VIOLENCE, WE ALSO DEPLORE THE CONCENTRATION 
OF THE GHETTO LIFE WHICH LEADS , WITH THE ABSENCE OF JOBS, BAD EDUCATION 
AND SLUMS, TO THE HOPELESSNESS AND DISPAIR WHERE THE NEGRO YOUTH 
OUT OF THESE CONDITIONS THEY FEEL THAT THEY HAVE NO STAKE IN AMERICAN 
SOCIETY. /R’JSTIN SUGGESTED UNDER THIS POINT THAT KING MAKE REFERENCE 
TO PRESIDENT JOHNSON-S CONFERENCE TO BE HELD IN NOVEMBER ON THE WHOLE 
GHETTO AND FAMILY LIFE BY STATING THAT HE HOPES NEW AND STIRRING IDEAS 
WILL EMERGE FROM THIS CONFERENCE TO DEAL WITH THIS PROBLEM./ 

THREE. THAT RIGHTLY OR WRONGLY, WHETER OR NOT THERE WAS IN FACT POLICE 
BRUTALITY IN LOS ANGELES, ALMOST EVERY NEGRO IN EVERY FAMILY HAS AT ONE 
TIME OR OTHER FELT THAT HE HAS BEEN MALTREATED BY THE POLICE. THEREFORE, 
IN ADDITION TO THE SOCIAL PROBLEMS, IN EVERY CITY THERE NEEDS TO BE A 
CIVILIAN REVIEW BOARD. THIS BOARD IS TO PROTECT THE POLICEMAN WHEN HE 
IS RIGHT AND TO PROTECT THE CITIZEN WHEN THE POLICEMAN IS NOT RIGHT. IS 

UPON HEARING THE ABOVE POINTS KING STATED, "GOOD. I WAS THINKING 
IN THAT GENERAL LIGHT. IT-S REALLY BAD ISN-T IT." RUSTIN SAID"IT-S 
TERRIBLE."^ 1 _ 

BOTH KING AND RUSTIN STATED THAT THEY HAD BEEN ASKED TO J 


END P„-Z TWO 



PAGE THREE 

COME TO LOS ANGELES TO HELP SUPPRESS THE RIOTS BUT BOTH FELT THEY WOULD 
NOT BE A3LE TO BE OF MUCH ASSISTANCE AS THE SITUATION HAS DETERIORATED 
TO SUCH A POINT WHERE IT WAS A JOB FOR THE NATIONAL GUARD, KING AND 
RUSTIN SPECULATED ON WHETHER OR NOT THEY WOULD BE OF ANY HELP 
AFTER THE RIOTS HAD BEEN QUELLED.' y 
END 

WA FOR RELAY LLD 


FBI WASH DC 
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Sfecret 


FBI NED YORK 

109 AM EOSV URGENT S-14-65 JAA 
TO DIRECTOR -1-, ATLANTA AND LOS ANGELES 

/ATLANTA AND LOS ANGELES VIA WASHINGTON - ENCODED/ 

fro.. :czv * 2 pgs 
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RACIAL SITUATION - LOS ANGELES, CALIF. -RMv ^ C/A L 




MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -SK——C.~ 
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REPORTED ON AUGUST 



THIRTEEN SIXTY 

FIVE ONE 


FOUR 0 , 

-.SH SEVEi 

N FTvE 


TACTEO 

STANLEY 

LEVISON 

A' ' 

r. 

RADIO S' 

TATION IN 

V 

KART..-. 

LUTHER ! 

KING LAKE 


o 

HE 

o 


KART..-. LUTHER KING LAKE AN APPEAL TO STOP THE RIOTING, If^OSpSCSELES. 

SHE l ...TED NEGROES HAVE BROKEN INTO GUN STORES, HAVE J&1X ■, KNIVES?-CON¬ 
TROL AEOUT ONE FOUR ZERO BLOCKS AND THE POLICE CANNOT STOP THEM. EVEN tV 


END PAGE ONE 
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MINIS? 


SAID 7 


RIGHTS 


DD7P': 

i 1 1 w - r». . 


L 

i 

s 

\ AH A?? 


;ns UK0 APPI.-.L FOR cessation of the rioting ARE ATTACKED, DORA 
E RADIO STATION FEELS ONLY AN APPEAL FROM KING AND OTHER CIVIL 
LEADERS ’JILL HAVE ,.N EFFECT. DORA INDICATED KING DESIRED-LEV ISON 
; A STATEMENT IN THIS REGARD. C 

VISON INDICATED APPROVAL AND SAID HE FELT KING SHOULD MAKE SUCH 

W • - ^ 
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HOWL BUFfAU OF INVESTIGATION - 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE t 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION i 
AUG 1 1 1965 ft/ 

TELETYPE 


FBI CINCINTI 

6 11 PM EST URGENT g-11-65 AHQ a , , 

TO* >*efRECTOR 

X CINCINNATI 2P — 

^ /: ,y A r < r- / - y >7 


— r n * ' 


tl'. : -• 







RACIAL MATTER, 


BOMBING MATTERS^PjTOXECnON^OF^PRESIDENT. 


my Teletype _. 

^ M-wrm AUGUST TEN, LAST.^^p Te«rrY 





/ 


LETTER REFERRED TO IN B£-m REPORTEDLY WRITTEN BY 
IS TEN-PAGE STATEMENT WRITTEN BY IN WHICH HE OUTLINES HIS 


^CTIVITIESViN KLAN, HIS PLANS TO KILL CERTAIN PERSONS AND INCLUDED 


/Following: ^"earlier talks on my four day vacation with 

' COVERED OTHER THINGS SUCH AS* HOW I WOULD ASSASSINATE PRES. JOHNSON 
Vice PR-e^/OCTAm 

AND JA^rr'HUMPHREY. I THOUGHT BLOWING UP THE WHITE HOUSE WOULD BE 


APPROPRIATE AND SHE AGREED... 
DOCUMENT OBTAINED BY 



CC -MR- ROSEN 



r\ 


UVfTtO STATE'S 

IJt-S. SECRET SERVICE, COLUMBUS, 
De j/T~ h&ft 

OHIO, THROUGH ARRANGEMENTS MADE BY COLUMBUS -EA FBI AGENTS WITH| 

" iwm/T Uff'TT^ STrtTfcS *TTVf-tibY 

AUSA COLUMBUS HAS TENTATIVELY AUTHORIZED PROSECUTION ON 

AND 


FOR THREAT TO LIFE OF PRESIDENT BUT DESIRES 

INTERVIEWED. HE INDICATED HE WILL GIVE FAVORABLE CONSIDERATION TO 

10 

PROSECUTWN OF WITTE. 

CINCINNATI DIVISION FOLLOWING CLOSELY. BUREAU WILL BE KEPt A 

15 M 16 f*5 

ADVISED - •• I. : ;' : i' -WH...:., jp/ •' ^4 . f\ 

END 

VA...X MRW 
FBI WASH DC 
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Date: 8/17/0 


Transmit the following in 


Via AIRTEL 


ixt or code 


PROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-438794) E XTEND r - 


SAC, NEW YORK (100-149194) 


SUBJECT: COMINFIL SCLC 

IS-C 
(00: NY) 


EXT«W? Y £ . ;S |on & 

RFAwO;. ; . 

rcr.u »»* 1 ^ 

C'TE c? . - l "‘ 9&r.S>- 

qeclassi^m-.«. ^ 



vr- 

Re New York teletype dated 8/14/65* captioned, 

SfHfctNO'L 1 


"COMINFIL SCLC an d MARTIN LUTHErHKINO. reporting a conversation 
which took place between STANLEY LEVISON and DORA MC DONALD. 

The conversation dealt with KINO's position on Vietnam. 

Enclosed are ten copies of a letterhead memorandum 
reporting information contained in captioned communication; 
two copies are enclosed for Atlanta and one copy is enclosed 
for the information of Birmingham. ^ O 3 


.CO 


Bureau (100-438794) (Ends. 10) (RM) JOG'/M' '/ft- J 
IP- IOO-IO667O) (MARTIN LUTHER RING, JR. ) 7 

Atlanta (10Q-5718) (Ends. 2) (lnfo)_(RM) NOT RECORDED 
U - 100-5566) 1 MART IN LUTHER KINO, JR. J uo AUG 23 1965 


Birmingham (100- 
New York ,100-1111 
New York 100-1365 
New York IOO-1537 

Uftf,; VAwlf n AA T?!** 


ww lui’K \± ihi; 


,(Enel. lWlnfo) (RM) 
STANLEY LEVISON) (42)- 
MARTjN j^HER KING, JR. 


m 45 r^— 


Approved: 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File Mo. 


Bureau 100-43879 2 * 


New York, New York 
August 17, 1965 



Re: Communist Infiltration of the Southern 

Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 
Internal Security - C 


On August 13* 1965# a confidential source, who has 
furnished reliable information in the past, furnished information 
which disclosed that Stanley Levison and Dora McDonald 
(Secretary to Martin Luther King, President of the SCLC), were 
in contact on two occasions on that date. According to-the 
source, McDonald related to Levison that King desired him 
(Levison) to prep sire the answers to twelve questions dealing 
with Vietnam which were put to him (King) by the "New York 
Times". McDonald said the "Times" inquiry was precipitated 
by King's recent statement on Vietnam. 

The "New York World Telegram and Sun", 

August 13, 1965, page 2, contained an 
article captioned, "Dr. King Urges 
Vietnam Talks". The article notes that 
King, while addressing the convention 
of the SCLC (held in Birmingham, Alabama, 

August 9-13* 1963 ), urged opposing sides 
in the Vietnam conflict to negotiate and 
end the struggle's cycle of "mistrust, 
violence and war".£0~'i 


According to the source, Levison furnished to 
McDonald the answers to the twelve questions which she had 
given him, and they were as follows: r - 
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Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 
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Question: In his statement. King noted several peace 

organizations had approached him regarding 
Vietnam. What specific peace groups are they?'. 

Answer: Among others. National SANE, Women Strike for 

Peace, Student and Faculty Group in Berkeley, 
California, (p 

Question: What is the text of the letter King is sending 

to President Johnson and Ho Chi Minh? 


Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 


When the text is finalized, a copy will be made 
available. t- 

How will the letter be sent? ^ ’ 

These details have not been planned as yet.' } 


Question: Should the United States stay in Vietnam if South 

Vietnamese ask us to leave? 

- s.. 

Answer: I believe we would have no moral or Juridical 

basis for remaining if a sovereign government 
demands that we leave its territory.^ g 

Question: Can he be more specific regarding his attitude 

on escalation of the war?C# ' 


Answer: 


Question: 


Answer: 


Escalation is expressed in so many degrees and 
is related to escalation on the other side so that 
I can discuss it only in concrete terms. It is 
impossible to generalize .*^''$ _ 

King said he is not blaming either government for 
the war. Who is to blame? 1 ^ 

There is blame on both sides because each has 
made responses too readily through means of violence 
without an earnest search for reduction of violence. 

I am encouraged by the restraint President Johnson & 





Re: Communist Infiltration of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 
Internal Security - C 


has manifested both in action and in words and I 
believe the exercise of restraint will ultimately 
lead faster to constructive negotiation than will 
the flexing of the muscles of military power 
which the whole world knows we possess in 
terrifying abundance, \ 

Question: What specific proposals would King have to make? 


Answer: 


I have not formulated specific proposals for 
ending the war and I am not sure I have competence 
in that area. T 


Question: 


Answer: 


Is King seriously thinking of going to Vietnam and 
under what circumstances? ^ 

I have no plans to go to Vietnam. J 


Question: Will King's letter also be sent to the United Nations 


Answer: There are no plans for a letter to the United Nations 

because it is not a combatant nor an ally of any 
combatant. This does not imply it has no role. 

Its role is substantial but different.- 5 ^. 


Question: 


Answer: 


Question: 


Will King contact United States officials regarding 
his plans, that is. Governors, Senators, 

Congressmen or Diplomats? 

I have no body of plans which could be the subject 
of discussions. I am expressing a point of view 
which will be self explanatory and I sincerely 
hope useful for those who have the responsibility 
to make plans. ^ 

King states he is following a path of non-violence, 
but Reverend James Bevel recently made statements 
Indicating he is more militant. Can King 
reconcile this and is Bevel speaking for the 
SCLC or as an individual? p 




( 
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He: Communist Infiltration of the Southern 

Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 
Internal Security - C 


Answer: The emphasis James Bevel places on peace activity 

in relation to civil rights activity differs from 
mine because I am not presently proposing any 
change in the direction or the character of our civil 
rights work. He has the right to express his 
analysis and has done so.r^ ~ 

Question: Reverend Bevel stated the civil rights movement is 

legislated out of business. Will King comment on 
this? v £ 

Answer: I do not agree with James Bevel's view that the 

civil rights movement has been legislated out of 
existence. We still have so far to go I cannot 
see the end of the road even now. I see the 
need for a multiplicity of additional legislative 
reforms which will take years of struggle fully to 
achieve. £ 



It Is noted that James Bevel is Field Secretary 

of the SCLC.Vv. 
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CIRM 
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RFAS>:>M FOR F-XTONStON 

FCIM, 11, ‘ . ' 

DATE 0? RF v.^;.. f0R C-JU * 

DECLASOlr iG* \ i ! - w-«■ 


Re New York teletype to Bureau, dated 8/14/65, captioned \ 

1 "maRTIN LUTHER KINO, JR*# SM-C",- which concerned a conversation v 
IblTtJween STANLEY LEVISON and DORA MC DONALD regarding the rioting ( 
li Los Angeles; New York teletype captioned, MARTIN LUTHER KING 
lane RACIAL SITUATION, LOS ANGELES", and New York teletype captioned 
HcoMINFIL SCLC", 8/I5/65, both of which concerned KING'S position ^ 
c$n the rioting, £ 

Enclosed are ten copies of a letterhead memorandum p 

nj v reporting information in referenced communications; two ooples £» 

v re enclosed for the information of Atlanta and one for the 4 

< ^formation of Los Angeles, y 


*- t H f —; 

< w jS 


he sources of the information were 

Co^ 


*>7(D 


■< The sources used to characterize individuals in the 

letterhead memorandum-More as follows: 

4 4 Bureau (100-442529) (Eficls. 10)^RM) . 

fl L 100-106670) (MARTIN LUTHER'TCINfr, JR. ) 

2 - Atlanta (100-6670) (Ends. 2) (Info) (RM) \ . 

(1 - 100-5586) (MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.) 


wov> 


1 - Los Angeles (Enel. 1) (info) (RM) 

1 - New York (100-46729) (BAYARD RUSTIN) (42) 
1 - New York {1OO-HII8O) (STANLEY LEVI SON) ( 
1 - New York IOO-I36585) (MARTIN LUTHER KING 
1 - New York (lOO-148289) (HARRY WACHTEL) (42 
1 - New York (100-153735] 


STANLEY LEVTSON) (42) " 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.) (42) 

HARRY WACHTEL) (42) 

42) /r r - StO =— 


sw\*t> 


JMKigmd 

(13) 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


federal bureau of investigation 


in Reply, Please Refer to 
File A f o. 

Bureau 100-442529 


New York, New York 
August 16, 1965 



Re: Communist Influence In Racial Matters 

Internal Security - C 


On August 13, 1965# a confidential source, who has 
furnished reliable information in the past, advised that Dora 
McDonald (Secretary to Martin Luther King, President, Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, SCLC) and Stanley Levison were 
in contact on that day concerning the rioting in Los Angeles, 
California. In that regard, McDonald said King had been 
contacted by a radio station in Los Angeles, who urged that 
he issue a statement appealing to the Negroes to end the rioting. 
She said that King, in turn, had requested that she contact him 
(Levison) and request that he prepare a statement dealing with 
the matter. According to the source, Levison prepared the 
following statement: 

"I know that you have grievances that are hard to 
live with - I know that any Negro can reach the end of his 
patience and want to strike out and strike back. But it is 
not courage nor militancy to strike out blindly. Our enemies 
have always hoped that we would lose our heads and riot against 
the guilty and innocent alike. This enables them to argue 
that we haven't decency or good sense. I speak to you as one 
who had to march with other Negroes against guns, clubs, dogs 
and whips and who won victories over cruel and barbarous sheriffs 
and kinsmen. We won victories because we had a greater 
weapon - disciplined cool heads, and iron determination not to 
provoke into violence. Our adversaries have always known what 
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Re: Communist Influence In Racial Matters 
Internal Security - C 


to do when we lost our heads - it gave them a chance to beat 
our heads. They have never known what to do when we refused 
to be sucked into the trap of violence; 

"Tonight the whole world is watching you. If you 
want all America to respect you, if you want the world to 
know that you are men, put down your weapons and your rocks. 

Get a committee together to draw up demands. If you want my 
help I will sit with you and plan how to improve your conditions, 

"Negroes in the South were not less oppressed than 
you and we have run Jim Crow from thousands of places without 
using a rock or a bullet. We made millions of white Americans 
sick and ashamed of their practices and by our discipline won 
many to our side. You are harming yourselves, not the 
segregationists. Tonight in the South, the segregationist is 
delighted. He has made you lose your temper and for a few 
moments of emotional excitement and relief you are conducting 
yourself without reason, without a name and without a goal. 

You are not an army of Negro people if you fight without reason. 
Our people are not rioters and are not looters. Come back to 
our ranks where there is room for honest courage and militancy,- 
where real and permanent victories have been won and will be won 
in the right way. c & 

"The man who cools off, who puts down his weapon and 
stands up with only his body is the man of courage. Don't let 
us down here in the South. Don't discredit brave Negroes in 
jails in Johannesburg. Don't set yourself back. You can still 
win a great victory by halting the fighting because there is 
more honor and dignity In looking the other side squarely in 
the eye and demanding your rights than there is in struggling 
In blind fury. In the name of brave Negroes who have died In 
the South over the past ten years of bitter struggle, I appeal 
to you to end the hostilities so that together we can march 
forward for real gains for our people everywhere 11 ." 

A confidential source, who has furnished reliable 
Information in the past, advised on August 14, 1965, that 
Bayard Rustin (organizer of the March on Washington), 
and Martin Luther King were in contact on that date. Their 
contact, according to the source, dealt with the rioting in 
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Los Angeles. King told Rustin that he was on his way to 
Puerto Rico to deliver a speech, and that upon arrival he would 
issue a press release dealing with the situation in Los 
Angeles, therefore, wanted Rustin’s suggestions on the matter. 
Rustin suggested to King that the following points should be 
contained* in any statement to the press:£|| j 

’’That we deplore resorting to violence no matter 
who is engaged in the violence because it is wrong and socially 
destructive. That while we deplore violence, we also deplore 
the concentration of the ghetto life which leads, with the 
absence of jobs, bad education and slums, to the hopelessness 
and despair where the Negro youth, out of these conditions, 
feel that they have no stake in American society". Rustin 
suggested in reference to that point, that King make mention: 
of President Johnson's conference scheduled to be held * . - 
In November* l°b£,which will deal with the whole ghetto ana 
f amily life problem, by stating that he hoped new and stirring 
ideas would emerge from the conference^ 

In continuing his suggestions, Rustin said that 
King should point out that, "Rightly or wrongly, whether or 
not there was, in fact, police brutality In Los Angeles, 
almost every Negro In every family has, at one time or another, 
felt that he has been maltreated by the police; therefore, in 
addition to the social problems, in every city there needs to 
be a civilian review board. This board is to protect the 
policeman when he is right and to protect the citizen when 
the policeman is not right". £ jff 

King and Rustin both remarked that they had been 
asked to go to Los Angeles to help suppress the riots, but 
bothcpined that they would not be able to be of much assistance 
since the situation had deteriorated to such a point that it was 
a Job for the National Guard. They ended their contact 
by speculating on whether or not they would be of any help 
subsequent to the riots. Z~ 1 ■ 

The same confidential source furnished information on 
August 14 , 1965* which disclosed that Rustin and Roy Wilkins 
(Executive Secretary of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People, NAACP) were in contact on 
that date concerning, among other things, the rioting in*_£ 
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Los Angeles. In that regard, Rustin said a number of Ministers 
in Los Angeles, who had done nothing (to end the riots), were 
putting pressure on King to come to Los Angeles to aid in 
quelling the riots. Rustin said King was going to Puerto 1 '' 

Rico to speak, but had airline tickets to travel to Los Angeles 
on his way back from Puerto Rico. Rustin said King would do 
nothing but create more confusion and embarrass himself if he 
went to Los Angeles. Wilkins concurred, adding that if King 
did go to Los Angeles, he would be regarded as an emissary 
sent to quiet the rioters. 

The source advised on August 14, 19&5* that Rustin 
and Harry Wachtel were in contact on above date. During their 
contact, Wachtel spoke in regard to the rioting in Los Angeles, 
stating that he was not unhappy because the "power structure 
acts as if they are only dealing with King and they are notjtfcysrtf 
dealing with guys who are easily incited, who live in 
stinking conditions". Rustin said he had dissuaded King 
from going to Los Angeles at this time. ^ 
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In " T'n ■. Sc tor day Evening Post”, issue of July 11- 
lB, 19- 4, page 76, 5r yard rtustin is the subject 
of r feature article captioned: "The Lone Wolf 
of Civil Ri hts”. In it, Hustin is said to 
h^ve come to ]!.;» fork in 1936, as nn organizer 
for the Your..-; Communist L< : f u;s (YCL), and as 
such, ho had the- joo of recruiting students for 
the "Party”, furthermore, the article reports 
tir't durine his first years in Few York, Rustin 
e ; v( most of his namings to the "Party". He 
rr port’, dly ] - f t the "Party” in 19ul, the article 
stat-fs,- 

TV -CL has ’*»' r r. d si: n:<t',.i pursuant to 
fr.- cutiv:. Crckr 10i}50 

Thy " J.-11;; * Worker", February II, 1957, page 1 
colu..n 2, reported that laysru iiustin, Executive 
6- cf 1 t-.r y, ’i-r-r he sisters Lea ue, v;>. s an ooservt-r 
at hr \f tr; National Cor.v nticr: of trie 
Communist Fnrty, L’n'ted St -1 * s of America 
(CP, h'S:'. i, h- Id in Few fork City, on 

^e jruar y 9-12, 195?. 


The "D'-'ily horkr.r" vans m Ease Coast Communist 
publication until it ceased pu >1 ice tion on 
Jar.u-ry 13, 1956. . 
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and sought his r.dvlce os to how he could escape 
from a speaking engagement to vjnicn he was 
committed. On the latter contact, Davis told 
Austin that he was working on his request and 
had contacted friends who had contacts ^with the 


h(0 


"The He.v; York Times", August 2k, 196ij, pa^e 27, 
column , reports that Benjamin J. Davis, 
National Secretary, CP, USA, died in Hew York 
City on the night of august 22, 196i| ! '' * 
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Harry Wachtel is the Executive Vice 
President of the Gandhi Society for Human 
Rights, 15 East 40th Street, New York, 

New York. Ke resides at 29 Split Rock _ 

Drive, Kings Point, Long Island, New York,£_Q 



A characterization of the National lawyers 
Guild is attached hereto, IT0 ^ 



With respect to the Gandhi Society for Human 
Rights, it is to be noted that this organization is an 
adjunct of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC),of which Martin Luther 
King, Jr., is the president, and serves to 
raise funds for the SCLC.^ 
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NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD 

The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications," revised and published as of Decerrber 1 
1961, prepared and released by tne Com ittee on Un- 
American Activities, United States House of Represent 
atives, Washington, D.C., contains the following 
concerning the National Lawyers Guild 

"National Lawyers Guild r -j 

"1. Cited as a Communist front. 

(Special Corin',ittee on Un-American 
Activities, House Report 1311 on the 
CIO Political Action Committee, 

March 29, 1944, p. 149.) T'j 

"2. Cited as a Communist front which 'is 
the foremost legal bulwark of the 
Communist Party its front organizations, 
and controlled unions' and which 'since 
its Inception has never failed to rally 
to the legal defense of the Communist 
Party and individual members thereof, 
including known espionage agents.' 
(Committee on Un-A erican Activities, 

House Report 3123 on the National 
Lawyers Guild, September 21, 1950, 
originally related September 17, 1950.)*7/' 

"3* 'To defend the cases of Communist 

lawbreakers, fronts have been devised 
making special appeals in behalf of civil 
liberties and reaching out far beyond the 
confines of the Communist Party itself. 
Among these organizations are the * * * 
National Lawyers Guild. When the 
Communist Party itself is under fire 
these offer a bulwark of protection.' 
(internal Security Subcommittee of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, Handbook 
for Americans, S. Doc. 117/ April 23, 

195£, P- 91-)" ' 
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MARTIN LUTHER' KING, JR. 
SM — C 

Atlanta file 100-5586 
Bureau file 100-106670 


Re Ne-w York airtel and Letterhead Memorandum 
captioned "COMINFIL OF SCLC, IS - C" dated 8/10/65. 

Enclosed for the Bureau is the original and f 
copies and for Birmingham and New York 2 copies of a 
Letterhead Memorandum. 

freferred to in the enclosed 
Letterhead Memorandum is an SAC contact of the Atlanta 
Office and voluntarily furnished the information set 
forth therein to SAC, Atlanta on 8/13/65. 
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UNITED STATES GOV ERNMENT 

Memorandum 
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The Director 


DATL 
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FROM N. P. Callahan 


SI B) h(: l The Congressional Record 


Pages 1S724-I3725. Congressman Cramer, (R) Florida, 

» i spoke concerning a letter directed to the conferees of the voting rights bill 
j i i’om Ailorney General iCatzcnbacii in connection with the poll tax provision, 
i I ; placed a copy of the letter in the Record. This letter refers to a discussion 
, i between tne Attorney General ana /.iartin Luther iGng . IVIr. Cramer stated 
j"I ior o.n resent very deeply the Attorney General's injection of a third party’s 
j j views into tne contercnce intentionally, in a supersecret fashion, which 
J unquestionably influenced the conferees, at least in my opinion, on this question. 

S-Certainly the public is entitled to nnow, as is the Congress, how such a 

(reversal came about, and I, for one, refuse to be muzzled at the direction of 
jthe Attorney General on any letter or any other matter that I believe to be 
* j 'p ro Periy within the public domain. " 
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